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The Fisk & Robinson Failure. 

Bell publicity artists rejoice in a failure of anyone con- 
nected with the Independent telephone industry, and it is 
possible that even the difficulties of so respected a firm as 
Fisk and Robinson of New York will make them gleeful 
because it dealt in Keystone bonds, and was generally in- 
terested in the telephone situation. 

Although financial embarrassment to an honorably con- 
ducted firm which has in a measure led the way in recogni- 
tion of Independent securities must bring it keen sympathy 
from those interested in the cause, it is gratifying to note 
that the embarrassment of Fisk & Robinson will not lead 
any telephone company into an unpleasant situation. 
TELEPHONY received Wednesday afternoon, the day the 
failure was announced, the following telegram from Mr. C. 
E. Wilson, general manager of the Keystone Telephone 
Company: 

“While the Keystone has a credit balance with Fisk and 
Robinson, being a part of the proceeds of the last bond sale, 
their suspension will not affect the company’s progress or 
operations. Our active accounts are kept in Philadelphia 
banks.” 

Mr. John A, Howard, of Wheeling, W. Va., confirms our 
belief that telephone securities will not be affected by a 
definite statement conveyed in a telegram from New York 
City Wednesday afternoon. 





The Independence of the U. S. Telephone Company. 

The Morgan directors of the United States Telephone 
Co., operating long’ distance lines in Ohio, have voted to 
continue court proceedings to uphold the validity of con- 
tracts for exclusive connection with local Independent com- 
panies. This is an indication that the local management is 
to be free to conserve the assets of the company, at the 
very foundation of which are these exclusive contracts. 
It also seems to mean that, whatever may be his relations 
with the Bell telephone company on Wall street, when 
Morgan steps over into Ohio he proposes to tie up with the 
strongest business party there—and everybody knows that 
means the Independents. 

We have no doubt that when Brailey and his Laudatory 
Legion showed up at the National convention last Decem- 


What 


ber, they thought the Morgan deal was a Bell deal. 


they got at the convention was a lesson to them, and may 
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have done much to clear up any false impression which had 
been conveyed to the Morgan people as to the general 
feeling and power of the Independents. 

The Independents have confidence in the new men who 
are taking charge of the Morgan properties. This recent 
act of the United States company will strengthen such 
confidence. Yet the Central Union company is appraising 
plants, apparently getting ready for a turnover. The Ohio 
legislature is talking about passing a physical connection 
bill, Telephone men know this would mean the end of 
competition in Ohio—and they know who would hold the 
sack where all the plants would ultimately land—ten years 
from now—if this bill should pass. Directors’ resolutions 
for Independence would avail little against a bill for phy- 
sical connection, which the Bell Telephone Company has 
unavailingly spent thousands of dollars to secure, and the 
Independents have opposed. 

Let the Morgan telephone interests show up in opposition 
to physical connection, and tell the legislature and the pub- 
lic why it is bad. Then if their hands are tied by the 
legislature, in spite of the resolution just passed, every- 
body will know they have done their best—in earnest good 
faith. 





Where Did the Money Go? 

President Ramsdell tried to convince the Davis legislative 
committee that when the Bell Telephone Company of Buf- 
falo paid back to investors part of their original invest- 
ment, it was legitimately earned income. His testimony 
showed the management put dividends first and skimped 
the depreciation fund.. The questions and answers do not 
make clear the distinction between maintenance and de 
preciation charges. Maintenance expenses ought to be 
large enough to keep the plant as good as possible. Yet 
the plant will wear away. So it must earn each year an 
amount equal to this loss which obviously reduces the 
amount a man could get, on sale, for what he bought with 
his original investment. This earning, equivalent to the 
loss in plant value, is the depreciation reserve, which piles 
up as the worth of the material which is earning it goes 
down, and keeps the original investment whole. It has 
nothing to do with the plant—what it protects is the in- 
vestment. 

If earnings are more than enough to do this, dividends 
can be paid; then, if something yet remains, its name is 
surplus. But, if dividends are paid first, and what is left 
put into depreciation reserve, and this is too small, the 
management is handing back the investor’s original money, 
and deceiving him into the belief that it is an earning. 
The management plays the part of an unfaithful servant— 
and when a sale comes, then is the day of reckoning. 

The Bell of Buffalo has been sold very recently. It 
was forced into the New York Telephone Company by the 
A. T. & T. Co. 

Did the New York Telephone Company buy the Bell of 
Buffalo on the basis of an appraisal of the plant, or on the 
book value as fixed by the inadequate accumulation of de- 
preciation reserve? If in the latter case how was the ad- 


justment made with the A. T. & T. Co.; did it sell its 
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shares for less than 100 cents on the dollar? Or was the 
loss of what had been scooped out of the plant to pay 
dividends gracefully dumped on the minority stockholders? 





Building Right. 

People are beginning to realize that the telephone is a 
permanent business. A long life of usefulness is sought in 
outside and inside plant. . 

Cold weather pulls lines taught, pinches up whatever is 
just beneath the surface of the ground, and introduces an 
alternation of soaking and freezing, blowing and slacking, 
which tests wood and metal, and insulation, and the men 
who keep them ali together. 

What particular weaknesses do these severe conditions 
show are so universal in northern telephone plants of today 
as to require special study, and remedy? We should like 
to accumulate a descriptive list of troubles and causes. 
Two men have made a start on this by their contributions 
to this week’s “Practical Letters.” It is a good time for 
cthers to take up the subject. 





While many wait in the anteroom for an interview, the tele- 


phone commands immediate attention. 





What Does Universal Bell Connection Profit a Local 
Company? 

Who gets the profht from a Bell connection with a local 
company? The Bel! pecple give a practical answer to this 
by spending money recklessly to keep agents in the field 
to secure such connections. 

Another answer, more tangible, is furnished by the an- 
nual report of a small company in the middle west which 
lies before us. Its receipts for commissions are about half 
what it pays for Bell instrument rents and terminals. In 
other words, as a result of the year’s partnership, the Bell 
books show a profit, and the local company carries a loss. 
After the second year the Bell instrument rentals are “vel- 
vet”—which the Independent company might have by pur- 
chasing its goods outright. 

Sublicensees have a good chance to improve their condi- 
tion by threshing these things out together. Hardly any 
one of them knows what variations the contracts in its own 
state present—let alone the variety of trades made the 
country Over. 


~~ 





As a factor in social and commercial life the importance of 
the telephone can hardly be over-estimated. 





Where Leland Shines. 

Leland Hume, of the Cumberland Tel. & Tel. Co., according 
to a report in the Nashville American, addressed the Nash- 
ville Section of the Engineering Association on “Electrolysis,” 
and “fully explained how the dissumulation of electricity 
affected electric lights, telephones, underground cables, water 
and gas pipes.” 


Undoubtedly if electricity does dissimulate, Leland Hume is 
qualified to tell how; and if it doesn’t it’s a wonder they'll 
have it on the Cumberland system at all. 
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A Modern Kentucky Plant 






A Transformation from Old-Fashioned, Grounded Line Service to the Best That Can Be Given From 
Up-to-Date Equipment—A Contrast in Outside Construction 


By B. F. Buckner 


Engineer, Old Kentucky Telephone and Telegraph Company. 


Cross-talk and poor ringing belong to a dead past among 
the subscribers of the Independent exchange at Mt. Sterling, 
Ky. They are now served by a plant called “rebuilt”—which 
is as good as saying new, from the plans of the new building 
to the core of the new cable. For the reconstruction work 
just completed by the Old Kentucky Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. included the erection of a new central office building, with 
new equipment throughout, and the installation of 25,000 feet 
of aerial cable. 

All the business part of the town was changed from open 
grounded wire to metallic circuit cable distribution. All of 
the cross-arms and open wire were taken down. The twisted 
pairs leading from the cable taps on each pole were run to an 
insulated ring mounted on the top of the pole, thence to the 
buildings they were to serve. All unsightly brackets were re- 
moved from the business houses, and twisted pairs attached 


anchor rods, with the exception of a few set in concrete, ter- 
minated in black locust logs from 3 to 10 feet long and 
placed 5 or 6 feet below the surface of the ground, 

There are 850 cable pairs entering the exchange, in four 
cables of 200 pairs each, and two cables of 25 pairs each. 

The two photographs taken from the same position of 
Main Street show the improvement in the looks of the town 
caused by substituting cable for open wire leads. By running 
the main cables on a side street, the only cable which appears 
on any of the business blocks is a single cable of a size nec- 
essary to feed that block. This makes the poles, with their 
circle tops, look like underground distribution poles, and the 
small amount of cable on any business street will prevent 
underground agitation on the part of the City Council. 

A contrast is shown in the second photograph between 
the cable line of the Old Kentucky company and the open wire 























A View in Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, Showing Network of Wires and Same Street After Cable Was Put in by the Old Kentucky 
Telephone and Telegraph Company. The Wires on the Right Belong to the Bell Company. 


to porcelain knobs secured to the stone or brick buildings by 
expansion bolts. 

In the residence district the cable taps were placed from 
two to five poles apart, and one or two cross-arms were left 
on the poles. In all there were 59 pole terminals used, all 
made by the American Electric Fuse Company. They varied 
in size from 10-pair to 25-pair, and all were equipped with 
both tubular fuse and carbon arresters. The ground wire 
from each terminal was connected by a three-bolt clamp to 
the messenger. The cable was bonded to the messenger at 
the end of every cable, and at intermediate points 500 feet 
apart. The messenger was grounded at each bonding point. 
For grounding the messenger a piece of %-in. strand was 
passed through a piece of 3-in gas pipe four feet long, so that 
ten feet of the strand extended below the pipe. This was 
coiled and placed in a four foot hole beside the pole. The 
gas pipe was stapled to the pole, as was the strand above the 
pipe, the upper end of the strand being attached to the mes- 
senger with a three-bolt clamp. Care was taken to insulate all 
guy lines attached to anchor rods from the messengers, to 
prevent electrolytic action destroying the anchor rods. The 
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lead of the Bell company. The second Bell pole from the 
front, on a street corner, is a top-heavy affair carrying 
fifteen pairs of double arms and a cloud of wires! 

Mt. Sterling is situated in a rich farming country, where 
the wealthiest and most influential people operate farms. As 
in the other parts of the Blue Grass Region of Kentucky, 
these farmers demand good telephone service, and are willing 
to pay a just price for it. To meet this demand, the company 
has decided not to place more than four parties on any rural 
line, and to furnish one or two-party line service in the coun 
try when demanded. Of course one or two-party line sub 
scribers pay a much higher rate, and all rates increase with 
the distance from the city limits. 

As nearly one-third of the subscribers are farmers, the 
large proportion of long country lines coming into the ex- 
change caused the management to decide to purchase a mag- 
neto instead of a common battery switchboard. However, the 
board which was installed is convertible to central energy at 
a small expense, should the future development require this 
type of service. 

In designing the exchange building the writer tried to 
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reduce the cost as much as possible without lowering too 
much the building’s efficiency or the comfort of those who 
were to occupy it. By placing it near the center of a roomy 
lot, quiet and light are secured, both large factors in good 
exchange operation. 

In mapping the cable plant it was found that the physical 
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Keyboard Circuit, Mt. Sterling Exchange, Old Kentucky Telephone 
and Telegraph Co. 


center of the town from a cable distribution standpoint lies 
on a residence street parallel to the main business street, and 
one block from it. A vacant lot was secured there on a long 
lease, and a one-story, frame building was erected that was 
designed to fill every need of the exchange at a cost, exclu- 
sive of the lot, of about $2,500. At an additional cost of $150 
a supply room was erected in the back yard, in which the 
gas engine and dynamo used to charge the storage batteries 
were placed on concrete foundations. The switchboard was 
manufactured by the Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Manufac- 
turing Company of Rochester, N. Y. It is a multiple board of 
2,000 line ultimate capacity with 750 lines installed. The 
first position is a toll position, with cords equipped with keys 
for ringing on both answering and calling cords, a bridged 
listening key and a key for listening on the answering cord 
and cutting off the calling cord, and: for listening on the call- 
ing cord and cutting off the answering cord. Throwing the 
ring-back key in the reverse position cuts in a repeating coil 
and double clearing-out signals. A master key for divided 
circuit and four party harmonic ringing is provided on all 
positions on the multiple board and on both desks. The mul- 
tiple field extends over the toll position, so that the toll oper- 
ator has access to all lines. There are five local positions on 
the multiple board, with 160 lines to each operator. The line 
signals are of the visual type, with a locking coil wound on 
the same core as the 500 ohm line coil, the locking magnet 
being operated by a ten volt storage battery. One side of 
the signal line and one side of the locking line run serially 
through the multiple field, so that the insertion of a plug in 
any jack in the multiple opens the signal line and the locking 
line, disconnecting the signal, so the talking circuit is not 
through any series contacts in the multiple. 

The cord circuit is probably the first of its kind ever in- 
stalled on a magneto multiple board for local service, though 
toll boards have been so equipped. It was installed under the 
specifications of the writer, and the coils used were especially 
designed for the purpose by the Stromberg-Carlson Company. 
Each pair of cords is equipped with a repeating coil, two vis- 
ual clearing-out signals and two 2 M. F. condensers. The re- 
peating coils are made with short cores and low magnetic 
strength, but of high inductance, so that they are very sensi- 
tive to the high frequency voice currents, but do not respond 
to the low frequency ringing currents, making an absolutely 
non-ring-through cord circuit. Each winding of the coil is 
divided in half, and the clearing-out signals are connected in 
series between the halves and a 2 M. F. condenser is bridged 
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across the terminals of each signal, giving a path for the 
voice current around the clear-out winding. The double 
clearing-out signals give the best supervision that can be had 
on.a magneto board, and, as throwing the key into the listen- 
ing position breaks the locking coil circuit of the visual clear- 
outs, thereby restoring them, the operation of the board is 
very fast. 

There are no answering jacks; all calls are answered di- 
rectly from the multiple, which is so arranged that each oper- 
ator has the multiple jacks corresponding to her line signals 
directiy in front of her. Any call can be answered from any 
part of the board, which permits fine team work when the 
board is busy, and a reduction of force when not busy. The 
keys on local positions are of the simple listening and ring- 
ing type, sixteen in number at each position, with one master 
ringing key. 

The framework of the board is made entirely of steel, 
and in three sections, which are of two positions each. Each 
section contains a multiple of every line, so an operator has 
to reach only half across adjoining positions. Each position 
is equipped with a white pilot for incoming calls, a red pilot 
for clearing-out signals, and a green pilot operated by the 
ringing relay. 

The multiple cables are made up of 22 B. & S. gage tin- 
ned wire insulated with two wraps of silk and one of cotton 
and treated to a bath of beeswax and paraffine before the 
outer braiding was put on. They are of flat construction, con- 
forming in thickness with the multiple jack strips. All con- 
tacts in key signals and multiple jacks are of pure platinum. 
The toll position is equipped with a calculagraph and pigeon 
holes for holding toll tickets. 

The chief operator’s desk is equipped with white monitor 
line lights and red clearing-out lights for each position of 
the multiple board: Associated with each pair ot lights is an 

















Storage Battery Equipment and Power Plant. 


order wire key and a secret monitor key wired to tertiary 
windings of the operator’s induction coils. Incoming and out- 
going trunks are controlled by lamps and keys, there being 
no cords on this board. Three secret monitor trunks termin- 
ating in relays and lamps are wired through high non-induc- 
tive resistance to secret listening keys. These trunks termin- 
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ate on the main frame and can be bridged to the lines of 
“chronic kickers” or any lines requiring special ‘supervision. 
This desk and the wire chief’s desk are equipped with pilot 
lamps and night alarm bells operated from storage battery. 
The wire chief's desk has a double scale Weston volt- 
meter reading from 0 to 15, and from 0 to 150. The low 
scale of the voltmeter is connected through a 25 point rheo- 
stat to a battery of dry cells. Computed resistances corre- 
sponding to each one-tenth of a volt reading are placed on a 
ribbon and mounted on spools in a hand generator box with 
a glass front. In testing any line the wire chief can turn this 
ribbon to the voltmeter reading and get the corresponding re- 
To keep this reading correct, standard 
coils with keys are provided of 10, 100 and 1,000 ohms each, 


sistance in ohms. 


and the voltage of the battery is kept constant by the rheostat. 
This arrangement was designed by the writer and has proved 
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A Brave Telephone Girl. 

Under the caption “Hats Off to the Kansas Girl,” the Kan- 
sas City Star prints the following editorial tribute to the tele- 
phone operator at Hutchinson, Kansas, whose quick thinking 
saved two lives: 

“A medal for the Hutchinson telephone girl who ‘surmised 
that something was wrong’ when a patron turned in an in- 
definite call and left the operator to guess the rest! The 
young woman did not offer any advice to the caller at the 
other end of the line about the necessity of ‘talking plain 
English.’ She promptly called a doctor from his comfortable 
fireside and told him to break the time record to the residence 
number of the telephone patron. So urgent was her request 
that the dispatches say the physician ‘ran six blocks,’ and 
any one who knows the liberal plans and specifications upon 


which the Hutchinson city blocks were established will com- 
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Operating Room, Old Kentucky Telephone and Telegraph Company, Mt. 


most efficient in both Mt. Sterling and Winchester. 
provided for grounding, reversing test 
meter, cutting off battery 


Keys are 
volt- 
and reading incoming current on 
line and cutting in high voltage battery. 


line, reversing 
One test trunk runs 
to a shoe on main frame, one to a cord clip ended on the 
cable main trunks to different 
Incoming trunks from the multi- 
ple board and chief operator’s desk end in relays and lamps. 
In all there are 44 keys on this desk. The protection is of 
Cook’s standard type, mounted on the switchboard side of the 
terminal frame. 


frame, and four 


positions on multiple board. 


side of test 


Three ten volt storage batteries, each of five 
amperes, furnish current for the plant, and as each battery 
will run the board for 50 hours, and as switches on the power 
switchboard are arranged to charge the batteries singly or in 
series, it is only necessary to charge twice a week. 

The cut-over to the new exchange was made on the 8th 
day of October. Since then the old wires and cross-arms 
have been taken down and all lines cleared of grounds. The 
plant is giving excellent service, and one troubleman is now 
able to take care of the town and rural maintenance. 





Sterling, Kentucky. 


When 


he had covered the distance he found that he had arrived just 


prehend that the doctor was out for a marathon race. 


in time to save two persons from death. 
“A young woman who uses her head like that is entitled 
to a place on the roll of honor.” 


~* 


Directory Indexed at Ends of Leaves. 

The Appleton City Telephone Exchange, Appleton, Mis- 
souri, owned and managed by Ed A. Hook, “the telephone 
man,” shows an interesting directory which is a good deal dif- 
ferent from the ordinary type. 





The lists, printed only on the 
front side of leaves, read down from the binding, the book 
being perforated so that it hangs from one hook. The leaves 
are graded in length, the back leaf being the longest, and 
the lower ends being indexed so that the desired leaf may be 
seized and turned back instantly. The exposed indexed 
portion of each leaf is about one-half inch wide so that alto- 
gether the book is some sixteen inches long. Long-distancé 
service over the Kinloch lines, which conect with the Apple- 
ton City Exchange, is advertised in the book. 











The Financial Joke of the Season 


The Capitalistic Idea—Heads I Win, Tails You Lose—Gamblers’ Respectability 
By J. C. Kelsey 


“But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hand is doing.” 


I seriously suspect that the sedate Matthew, a follower 
of the lowly Nazarene, little recked that he was to be the 
author of the financial policy of the A. T. & T. Co. 

The New England directors can’t help being intensely re- 
ligious, because their distinguished yet murderous ancestors 
watched the witches die over the top line of their scripture 
copies, 

Consequently, I am not surprised that 
policy should be governed by the Holy Writ. 


their financial 





Dispatches say: “The $5,000,000 two-year, 4% per cent 
notes recently sold by the Western Electric Co. to Lee, 
Higginson & Co., is the first public financing Western Elec- 
tric has undertaken outside of bank loans. This debt 
amounted to $6,000,000 and is now eliminated, because— 
gentle reader—nearly all the cash from the sale of these 
notes will go directly into the treasury of the American 
Telephone Company in liquidation of the loans which that 
company has made to its manufacturing subsidiary.” 

So the right hand loaned the Western Electric Company 
a tidy sum of $6,000,000 and had to get it back some way, 
even if over the waning hopes of the lowly and humble 
minor stockholder. 

But the left hand borrowed $20,000,000 from the Western 
Electric Company in the form of apparatus for its alleged 
licensees, which is a sadly misplaced name—and they show 
no disposition to pay it either. 





Really, this is one of the best examples of Bell philan- 
thropy. It shows clearly a desperate effort to maintain their 
8 per cent dividend, and it shows even more clearly, how a 
minor stockholder gets it in the neck. 

The bond deal is outrageous, absurd and idiotic—but it 
shows that this crazy concern is hard up, and is pawning 
the family jewels. 





Suppose your friend has an expensive family, and has 
foolish tastes. He owes you $2,000 dating back a long 
while. 

Suppose that you, by some magic, manage to get into 
your friend’s debt for $600. 

Ordinarily, you would consider that your foxy friend owes 
you $1,400 and that he should make some effort to pay it. 

Suppose your fast-flying friend needed money badly— 
and he made you mortgage your home and furniture to the 
tune of $600, so that you could pay him the money you 
owed him. 

You would cry aloud at the injustice of the deal, and if 
you submitted to it tamely, your friends would create a 
commission to look into your sanity or examine your nerve. 

The Bell owes the Western Electric Company practically 
$20,000,000. By some hook or crook—fair or foul—the 
Western Electric Company owes the Bell $6,000,000. 

The directors of the Western Electric Company being 
also directors of the Bell, bond the property of the West- 
ern Electric for $5,000,000 and borrow $5,000,000 besides, 
to pay the $6,000,000 back to the Bell, so that they could 
pay dividends and spend money like drunken sailors. 

It never occurred to the directors to declare a par divi- 
dend and raise $5,000,000 from their manufacturing stock- 
holders, because that would benefit the minor stockholder 


and would not help the Bell, for they would have to dig up 
80 per cent of the assessment. 

The Bell interests spring lots of jokes, good grim ones 
too, which make our mother-in-law jokes, and other chest- 
nuts, die in shame. 

They own every foot of the licensee territory, bag and 
baggage. There may be a few square yards left, but take 
it from me, there won’t be any left in five years. 





Paying debts is an act of God. It surprises people like 
lightning strokes, and floods, and winds. 
that should be encouraged. Nothing can be said against 
the deed, because the meanest person on earth is one who 
goes in debt without intent to pay. 

But it might have occurred to these gentlemen, who direct 
the affairs of the A. T. & T. Co. from 9 to 10 a. m., and 
the affairs of the Western Electric from 10 to 11 a. m., that 
the fair thing would be for the Bell to issue $14,000,000 
bonds and pay the Western Electric Company what they 
owe them. 

But the. game of “Tit for Tat” is apparently unknown. 
It has never been popular with these over-thrifty people. 
Their ancestors always administered the law, and it was 
a one-sided game the poor unlucky minor played in those 
days. He was then robbed of his life on the pretext of 
witchcraft. 

The only game played by eminently respectable and hon- 
orable gentlemen is “Heads I win, tails you lose.” 

When we realize that these outrages occur in our dear 
land, where we are taught that “Our Country, ’tis of Thee,” 
may need a life’s blood at any time in its defense, we cannot 
wonder at the number of civil war substitutes. 

And when an Independent telephone man is asked to en- 
ter into a contract with these interests, we wonder why he 
doesn’t see that he is up against the game of “Heads I win, 


It is something 


tails you lose.” 





Did you ever stop to figure out that the greatest financial 
wrecks of our country were engineered by men whose re- 
spectability, integrity and honor were above question? 

I could name a dozen wrecks where men, widows and 
orphans were fleeced out of every dollar, by men whose 
integrity was lily white. 

If you had happened to meet Jesse James and his band 
thirty years ago, and were in trouble, you would have been 
given some relief and consideration. These people, like 
Robin Hood, had occasional periods of square dealing and 
philanthrophy. 

But the average respectable director of a great corporation 
is as merciless as a dealer at Monte Carlo. 

If you have a dollar to invest, and learn that a new com- 
pany being formed has secured Johnson J. Jenks as a di- 
rector, whose respectability is unquestioned and whose 
lily-white record makes angels weep in envy, hide the dollar 
in your basement or call the police. 

One man I know permitted himself to be advertised as a 
director of a dirty, miserable, stock-selling monstrosity, and 
he now knows that his fellows brand him as a man with a 
price. ; 

The greatest philanthropists of Chicago notoriously ob- 
struct sidewalks and streets, employ men in dangerous 
buildings, pay their employes the least, and they cough im- 
pressively into their whiskers at public meetings. 
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The lowest dive-keeper is a prince, compared to this stripe 
of mankind. Do you know, I always imagine that every 
public meeting in Boston is attended by directors of Bell 
interests. Cheap philanthropy has its headquarters there. 

They are interested now in the flood sufferers of Paris, 
but they can not see a suffering minor stockholder any- 
where. 

To show how far-reaching is the code—a real man is now 
at the Federal prison at Leavenworth, because a lot of finan- 
cial hypocrites objected to his humanity. 

And in another case—a board of respectable directors 
graciously sent their president home to commit hari-kari, 
because their integrity might be questioned by disclosures. 

I don’t like the words “respectable,” “integrity,” “honor- 
able dealings” and such because they have been pulled into 
some awful bad company. 





This leads me to the capitalistic idea, the idea that a man 
of means unconsciously attains. It is the theory of the life 
of the eminently respectable and lily-white man who skins 
minor stockholders. 

In the troublous times of 1895, I was trying to earn $7.50 
a week, trying to meet a weekly board bill of $4.50 and 
wondering how I could buy clothing and see the shows with 
the surplus of $3.00 which I sometimes had when St. Louis 
did not have a holiday. 

| had a friend, earning at that time $150 a month, who 
was inclined to play the races, entertain the birdies and go 
the pace. Accordingly his $150 was visibly affected by sum- 
mer sun as well as winter snow. 

He knew that I had a surplus of $3, and sometimes it 
would accumulate to $5. My friend always borrowed this 
money because he needed it. 

One day I protested that I would actually need the money 
and could not spare it. 

He contemptuously remarked “What do you want with 
money? All you can do is to eat, sleep and work.” 

Unconsciously, this young man summed up the whole 
capitalistic idea in a nut-shell. 





The man with means usually has great expense. He is 
blackmailed into horseshow boxes and charity ball tickets. 
He has automobiles and a social position to keep. He 
spends more than he makes, and he needs money. He 
needs money, He needs it badly! 

But you are a man with moderate means. You have a 
plain home, and no one makes you buy horse show boxes, 
you have no automobile, and you have no social position. 

As long as you have enough to allow you to eat, sleep 
and work in comparative comfort, what do you want with 
more money? , 

That is the idea these great and near-great financiers get. 
You do not need any more than board and clothes, and they 
see to it that this is about all you get. But if you do get 
more, thev will get it if you are foolish enough to get ir 
their toils. 

But the fact remains that the average citizen is a help- 
less fool, and is a voluntary accomplice to the ruffians who 
despoil him, becavse he refuses to make a noise when he is 
stung. He, himself, puts a premium upon financial crooked- 
ness, because he dreads to be called a welcher. 

The day has gone by when paving blocks, and guns and 
torches can successfully resist a government, but we may 
not be too sure that somewhere a Madam Defarge is not 
knitting the names of great, crooked financial institutions 
into the fabric of future destruction. 

The French princess wondered in her innocence why the 
hungry populace cried for bread. She thought they ought 
to eat cake if they were out of bread. 

Yet at the recent charity ball, one well-known woman, 
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with an annual income of over a half million, remarked that 
the charity ball added so much to the gayety of the season. 
She was not thinking of the long bread line, because those 
poor wretches had no high-priced gowns to pay for; they 
only wanted bread, and they would soon get it if they 
stood in line long enough. That should satisfy them. 

The French princess went to the guillotine, but this 
woman is too old to live to see the triumph of the mob. 

But the country is learning that respectability may be 
the cloak of a rascal, that conservatism is the mantle of a 
coward, ultra-conservatism is the garb of a thief and dignity 
the mask of ignorance. 

The telephone octopus is a rare combination of respecta- 
biilty, conservatism, ultra-conservatism and dignity. 





MORAL: The Penitentiary is open to all. 





Commercial Union, of Troy, N. Y., Pays Dividend at Rate 
of 5 Per Cent on Common. 

At the quarterly meeting of the directors of the Commer- 
cial Union Telephone Company, of Troy, N. Y., a report 
was given for the last six months. It showéd a gain of 722 
telephones, an increase in earnings of 15 per cent over the 
earnings of the previous six months and the company to be 
in a healthy condition in all respects. The first dividend on 
the common stock was voted, and the amount to 2% per 
cent for the six months, besides the usual dividend of 6 
per cent on the preferred stock. 

Work has been started in preparation for a big summer 
growth; recently a fifty pair cable was laid across the Hud- 
son to the Watervliet office where the present plant will be 
doubled. 





Independent Company at Johnstown, Pa., Makes Usual 
Good Showing. 

The Johnstown Telephone Co., of Johnstown, Pa., of 
which Mr. E. D. Schade is general manager, is an example 
of what can be done with a local company by careful financ- 
ing, and close attention to the operating end of the business. 
The company never fails to show a good growth, gives 
satisfactory financial returns to investors, and maintains 
proper reserves. 

Its progress during the year just closed is indicated by 
the following report: 

The net earnings of the company the year just ended 
were in excess of $76,000, of which amount $10,000 was paid 
as interest on the bonds outstanding and $56,000 was paid 
in dividerds on the capital stock of $450,000. The surplus 
earnings for renewals and reconstruction amount to almost 
$74,000. 

The report touching on the physical condition of the sys- 
tem and the financial condition of the corporation, which is 
signed by President Griffith and General Manager Schade, 
is as follows: 

Our earnings are satisfactory in the face of the lowest 
schedule of rates in force in any city of our class giving 
approximately the same number of connections. 

Jan. 1, 1909, we had 4,322 telephones on our own lines. 

Jan. 1, 1910, we had 4,762, a net increase of 440 for the 
year, and bringing the number of telephones to which we 
give a free interchange of business to about 5,200. 

The constant and rapid growth bears out our estimate of 
an ultimate development of at least 7,000 ’phones within 
the territory covered. 

The income and expense account for the year is as fol- 
lows: 

Earnings—Telephone rent, $97,466.77; toll lines and pay 
stations, $14,275.10; miscellaneous sources, $3,200.36. Total 
earnings, $114,942.23. 

Expenses—Operating, $21,959.14; maintenance and gen- 
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eral expense, $11,948.04; insurance and rent, $213.96; taxes, 
$4,297.47. Total expenses, $38,418.61. 

Net earnings, $76,523.62. 

Interest on bonds, $10,000.00; cash dividends, $56,000.00. 
Total, $66,000.00. 

Surplus earnings for renewals and re-construction, $10,- 
523.62. 

Agssets—Plant, etc., $660,754.99; cash, $48,650.39; open ac- 
counts, $14,628.65. Total, $723,934.03. 

Liabilities—Capital stock paid in, $450,000.00; bonded in- 
debtedness, $200,000.00, Total, $650,000.00. 

Surplus earnings for renewals and reconstruction, $73,- 
934.03. 





An Example of Growth in an Exchange Isolated from Toll 
Lines, 

No toll service has ever been given from the Independent ex- 
change at Flat River, Mo., yet without this advantage it has 
within 10 months absolutely outstripped the rival Bell company, 
which had been in business at Flat River for many years, and 
had a toll service to all surrounding points and with large cities 
of Missouri. 

On October 17, 1908, Mr. E. M. 
the Lead Belt Telephone Company, started to build an exchange 
at Flat River. At Jell had 220 tele- 
phones using a magneto board and lines distributed through 


Scearce, who had organized 


this time the company 


cables on all principal streets. Mr. Scearce put in a common 
battery board of 600 line capacity, 400 lines equipped for service. 
In the outside plant he used 36,000 feet of cable initially, made 
up in standard sizes, the length of each size being proportioned 
to the needs of the plant. 

The geographical layout of this section is somewhat peculiar. 
There are three towns, Flat River, Desloge and Elvins, prac- 
tically running along one street, with hardly any gap between. 

















The Operating Room of the Lead Belt Telephone Company, Flat 
River, Mo. 


The Bell central office was at Flat River and the rate was $2.50 
for a business telephone there, each subscriber being put on 
an individual line, and charged 5 cents every time he called 
Desloge or Elvins. The residence rate was $1.50 on individual 
line telephones, with a message charge of 5 cents to either of 


the neighboring towns. The practical result of this rate for 
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many business men was that they were paying the telephone 
company $7 per month or over, instead of $2.50. 

When Mr. Scearce organized the Independent company he 
established in the exchange covering the three towns a regu- 
lar business rate of $2.50 per month, and residence rate of 
$1.25 per month, for individual line service. This is a min- 





wed 


- 


sion oie, tha 











The Terminal Room and Some of the Power Equipment. 


ing town with the richest lead mines in the world, it is said. 
There are 14,000 people in the three towns so closely joined, 


of which about 9,000 are mine workers, leaving 5,000 as a 


class to be relied upon for the support of telephone service. 


There seemed to be no demand for party line service, as it 


was not taken when offered at reduced rates. The Independ- 
ent company started amidst great enthusiasm, and it was only 
a comparatively short time before every business man in the 
three towns was a stockholder, the company now having about 
i70 shareholders on its books. The prompt and hearty sup- 
port accorded the Independent company was due principally to 


the indignation aroused when, on July 1, 1908, fourteen weeks 


before construction of the Independent exchange was begun. 
the Bell company had inaugurated the five-cent rate above 
spoken of between towns, which’ were, respectively, one and 
one and one-half miles from Flat river. 


At the present iime the Bell company is reported as having 
outside of mines, not more than one dozen paying telephones 
which it is keeping only for long distance service, and has 
forfeited a large part of the $800 a month toll business which 
it formerly did including the traffic between the three towns 
carried on through one exchange. 

The Lead Belt Telephone Company has 400 subscribers, with 
The 


Bell company has made several offers to buy out the Lead 


bright prospect for adding 100 or more in a short time. 


3elt Telephone Company, which were turned down as fast as 


made, as Mr. Scearce is one of the first and strongest In- 


dependent telephone men in the state of Missouri. 





Postal Card Statements to Reduce Collection Costs. 

Mr. F. V. Newman, in at the National 
convention, referred briefly to the possibility of using postal 
card statements, to reduce the cost of the work. The post- 
office regulations are such that care must be used in mak- 
ing up the form mailed to subscribers. Mr. 
furnishes a form used by the Citizens’ Telephone Company 
of Grand Rapids, where he is assistant general manager, 
and writes for the information of TELEPHONY readers as 
follows: 

“Before using the form for that purpose we consulted 
our local postmaster, and he saw no objections to our 
form of card. We have used the postal card bill in Grand 


his paper read 


Newman now 
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Rapids for the last six months and are working on a plan 
to use it in other exchanges. The first card sent out did 
not contain a stub for use of the cashier. The next card 
contained a stub, and I enclose a sample of this card. We 
are, however, going to make some changes in the reading 
matter for the next issue, which will give the card a bet- 





THE CITIZENS TELEPHONE CO. i 
Foot of Louis St. Grand Rapids, Mich. i 
Collection Dept. Telephone No. 4324. ' 
Office hours from 8:00 a. m, to 5:30 p.m. } 








Telephone Rental from Jan, 1, 1910, to April : 
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payable to the Citizens Telephone Company. ' 3 
NO DISCOUNT ALLOWED ON THIS BILL } 5 
AFTER JANUARY 15, 1910. ' £g 
Subscribers’ Monthly Statement Form Printed on Reverse Side 
of Postal Card. 
ter appearance than the present one. The matter of the 


postal card bill was brought out by one of the conventions 
of the Michigan Managers’ Association, and if my memory 
serves me correctly there are other companies in this state 
using the postal card bill. One of these that I recall is the 
United Home Telephone Company of Ludington, Michi- 
gan. 

In response to an inquiry Mr. Newman says: 

“We have never considered the idea of delivering our 
bills by Grand 
Therefore I 
could not furnish you any figures regarding the cost of 
delivering bills by messenger.” 


We are using collectors in 
Rapids for that purpose at the present time. 


messenger. 


This would be a good topic for the exchange of ideas. 


=o 


Good Work 


Although Louisiana has few 





in Louisiana. j 


Independent telephone compan- 
ies, those in the field are live ones, paving the way to a bet- 
ter development of this state so well provided with natural 
resources. 

The Winnsboro Telephone company, Winnsboro, Louisiana, 
is making rapid strides in progress, and the business of the 
company has increased so rapidly that it has been found 
necessary to do considerable enlarging and extension work. 
Orders have been placed for 2,500 feet of 100, 75, 50, and 25 
pair lead cable, which will be strung in Winnsboro to take care 
of the increasing business. The company material 
for the extension of lines into the country out of Winns- 
boro and Mangham. Mr. E. D. Selmser, well known to In- 
dependent telephone men in the Southwest, is manager of the 
Winnsboro company. 

The Monroe Home Telephone company, of which C. F. 
Speed is manager, is extending its toll lines to connect with 
the iines of the Winnsboro company at Rayville. 


also has 





Publications of the Bureau of Standards. 

At intervals, the Bureau of Standards, Department of Com- 
merce and Labor, Washington, D. C., of which S. W. Stratton 
is director, issues circulars regarding results of its investi- 
gation which are of interest to specialists and others in var- 
ious lines. The circulars are sent free upon application. A 
complete list of the technical publications of the Bureau, with 
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a brief abstract of contents, will be sent to anyone upon re- 
quest. 

Under the heading “Testing of Electrical Measuring In- 
struments” Bureau Circular No. 20, has been recently issued. 
It goes into the theory and uses of the various electrical meas- 
uring instruments. The different types of meters are describ- 
ed,, and the good and bad points of each type are brought 
The accessory apparatus, such as multipliers and trans- 
formers, are explained with instructions as to their use. 
Sources of errors in making electrical measurements are 
thoroughly explained, and suggestions are made as to the best 
methods of overcoming them. Considerable space is devoted 
to the apparatus with which a well equipped laboratory should 
be supplied for checking instruments and doing other labora- 
tory work. Several pages are devoted to giving a brief idea 
of the work of the Bureau, and fees for the various tests and 
measurements are stated. 


out. 





A Scheme for Prolonging the Life of Cords. 

D. C. Clark, manager of the Lockwood Telephone Exchange, 
Lockwood, Mo., in a letter to TELEPHONY describes a scheme 
he has for prolonging the life of cords, which should appeal 
to any manager of a small exchange who has considerable spare 
time to kill. His idea is to wrap a piece of chamois skin 
around the cord just back of the plug, making a close joint 
and sewing tight. This prevents wear on the cord, and short 
bending at the base, as well as shielding it from perspiration 
from operators’ fingers, all of these being things which shorten 
the life of a cord considerably. The cord shown in the ac- 
companying photograph Mr. Clark states has been in con- 
tinual service for two years and four months, and has been 
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Cord Protected with Chamois Shield Back of Plug. 


wrapped with chamois two or three times. The last wrap- 
ping and the cord look good for plenty more wear. 

Removal of the chamois shows the braid beneath to be clean 
and white. If one pursues the investigation further, in a 
cord so protected, Mr. Clark says the tinsel is always found 
to be bright as new. 








Practical Kinks in Toll Line Testing and 


Trouble Location’ 
By Edward Billings 


Frequently the hardest troubles to localize without special 
testing equipment are those due to high resistance joints 
in the line wire, or those arising from the presence of a 
loose connection at some point. in the circuit. One of the 
reasons for this is that faults of this nature are not easily 
apparent to the eye, as a cross or a ground usually is; also 
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Fig. 9. Temporary Short Circuit at Y Will Make the Line Quiet 


to A. 


these loose connection troubles are often of an intermittent 
nature. They may not cause noticeable trouble until the 
line is connected to another toll line, or may only be ap- 
parent at infrequent periods. Bridge and galvanometer tests 
made from the exchange with the co-operation of a trouble- 
man patroling, will locate them with surety; but in the 
absence of a galvanometer a fairly good method is to con- 
nect a few cells of battery in series with a receiver at the 
exchange (Fig. 9). The lineman can then call the exchange 
from different points, and have the attendant listen in while 
he applies a short-circuit to the line as indicated at Y. It 
will not do, in this case, for the troubleman to put his 
telephone across the line at Y, for the resistance of his in- 
strument will cause a frying noise to be heard in his re- 
ceiver, since it is in parallel with the trouble and has re- 
sistance, whether he has passed his trouble or not. If, 
after he has applied the short-circuit, he receives the re- 
port from the A exchange that the line is quiet, he will not 
be likely to make a mistake if he keeps on driving toward 
B. If, after he arrives at point Z, and has not yet found 
the cause of the trouble, a test with the A station, as pre- 
viously made, brings the report from the attendant that a 
noise is now heard; this, of course, indicates that he has 
passed his trouble. Such faults as these can often be 
talked over, but cannot be signaled over. In such an event 
the troubleman will proceed in their localization the same 
as for an open wire. If the trouble causes a constant fry- 
ing noise on the line, the battery in the receiver circuit 
may sometimes be omitted at the exchange in making the 
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Fig. 10. When a Troubleman Reaches a Point Where a Bridged 
Station is Looped Off, He is Not Obliged to Follow the Loop. 














test, although it is safer to use it at all times. In case the 
battery is used in this test from the exchange, and the 
troubleman has located the fault within a certain section, 
he can test the joint in the line wire in this section by hav- 
ing the battery left on the circuit at the exchange, and, 
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bridging his receiver across the suspected joint. If the 
joint has resistance, it will be apparent in his receiver by a 
frying noise, or a continuous succession of clicks as the 
line is intermittently touched. 

High resistance connections on toll lines cause noise, 
cross-talk, poor ringing and talking; separately or all com- 
bined. In certain cases they may not cause much trouble 
except when the line its switched to another. When any or 
all of these effects are present, the listening methods of 
localization are rendered easier of application. 

In making all these above described listening tests it is 
better to have a receiver connected directly to a plug at 
the exchange rather than have the regular switchboard 
instrument used. This, of course, is in the absence of a 
telephone set at a test position or panel. It is also to be 
noticed that in the foregoing tests described, the interven- 
ing stations or bridges need not be removed from the line 
while tests are being made. 

In practically all toll lines of considerable length, it has 
become the custom to insert in the line, at intervals of 
perhaps 30 miles or upwards, test stations arranged so that 
the lines can be opened for purposes of test. It is the ex- 
perience of the writer, however, that often quicker and 
more reliable tests can be made by the listening methods 
already described, than can be made by opening at these 
Other methods of making listening tests will 


be | 


Tests Can be Used to Obviate Necessity of Following 
Line Over Private Right of Way. 


test stations. 
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suggest themselves to the troubleman who will give the 
matter a little thought. 

It may be well here to note a few practical points to be 
observed by the troubleman in resorting to such means of 
localization, and which may save considerable time and 
travel. Consider that a ground has occurred on line 4D, 
Fig. 10, as indicated at Z; that B is a bridged station close 
to the main lead; that C station is perhaps two miles from 
the main lead and looped as shown, and that the trouble- 
man, in going over the line in search of the trouble at Z, 
has arrived at point Y. From here he should call one of 
the exchanges .on either end of the line, and ask for a 
listening test while he applies a short-circuit at Y. Now, if 
the A exchange reports quiet, he should test again at the 
other side of the loop, at point X. If the A exchange still 
reports quiet, he can safely proceed toward station D and 
save the loss of time incident to driving to the C station. 
In most cases of this nature loop jacks will be placed at 
station C for the purpose of testing, or at least testing 
clamps will be placed on the pole at point Y; this is not 
always the practice, however. 

These same tests should be made when a point is reached 
on the lead where the line runs over private property, or 
through the right of way of a railroad, or at any other 
place where it is impractical to follow the line except on 
foot, as indicated in Fig. 11, regardless of the nature of the 
trouble. In the operation of toll lines, of course, the most 
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likely places for trouble to occur should be known, and all 
inside equipment should be subjected to an inspection at 
points on either side of the section of line in which the 
trouble is localized, and before a man is sent over the lead. 
The protectors are usually the most frequent locations of 
trouble inside of the exchange, but as the purpose of this 
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Test to Determine Whether Cross Has High or Low 
Resistance. 


Fig. 12. 


article is only to point out a few simple tests, nothing more 
will be said of this matter. 

In the foregoing remarks on tests for troubles such as 
short circuits, it was stated that the tests apply well, pro- 
vided that the resistance of the cross or short circuit is 
low. This condition can readily be determined in advance 
of patroling the line, and without special testing instru- 
ments or galvanometer, as follows: 

Consider that line AD is short circuited at point X, Fig. 
12, and cannot be signaled over. If, now, office A will call 
office C on another line and request that the line in trouble 
be grounded on one side it will be quiet to the A end, dur- 
ing the time that the ground is on at C or D, providing that 
the “short” is of low resistance. In other words, if the 
short-circuit is of low resistance, ground placed on one 
side of the line at either station C or D will have the same 
elect as regards noise from the A end as if both sides 
were simultaneously grounded. On the other hand, if 
placing the ground on one side of the line as shown in 
Fig. 12 renders the line more noisy than it would be with 
both sides grounded, the cross between the line wires can 
be considered as having considerable resistance. As a 
quick proof of the work, the C operator or attendant can 
first ground one side and then the other, and if the “short” 
is of low resistance, the line will be quiet with either ar- 
cangement. After it has been decided that the short circuit 
is of low resistance, attempts can be made to localize the 
trouble in miles by noting about how well the transmitter 
“comes up,” but this is a very unsatisfactory test unless 
made by a man having considerable experience with lines 
in general, the particular lines under test, and a thorough 
acquaintance with the telephone which is being used. The 
most that such a test will determine is perhaps the station 
which is closest to the trouble. 

(To be concluded.) 





Massachusetts Highway Commission Reports to Legis- 
lature. 

The advance sheets of the annual report of the Massachusetts 
Highway Commission have been transmitted to the Legisla- 
ture of 1910, and in a short time the complete report for the 
fiscal year 1909 will probably be received from the printer. 
In the following paragraphs a resume is given of the more 
important features of the Commission’s report on the super- 
vision of telephone and telegraph companies: 

During the fiscal year 1909 the Commission held many con- 
ferences between certain subscribers and the officials of the 
New England Telephone & Telegraph Company relating either 
to individual complaints or to the rates established in par- 
ticular places or between certain localities. While these con- 


ferences were not in the nature of formal hearings required 
by law, the Commission deemed it best to hold such confer- 
ences, and it believes that much good has been accomplished 
thereby. Many times a clear explanation of the facts of the 
case made by the representatives of the company has sufficed. 

The following is a comparative statement of all telephone 
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companies’ operations in Massachusetts for the years ending 
June 30, 1908 and 1909: 


Telephone Operations in Massachusetts, 1908 and 1909. 


1909 1908 Incr. Dec 
Number of subscribers.......... 218,642 199,951 SEGRE sce 
Number of instruments......... 225,628 206,466 pS 
Number of operators...........- 3,423 3,229 BPW: <axdic 
Number of pay stations......... 6,653 6,358 BOD sives 
eR ee $9,999,459 $9,467,167 $532,292 ..... 
Operating expenses ............ 7,306,439 7,175,824 190,615 ..... 
BUOE.. III a Soc. cae coie'en'e-enien 2,638,020 2,291,848 341,677 ..... 
Per cent of expenses to earnings 73.7 (> Teen eee 2.1 
No. subscribers on party lines.. 184,393 169,033 15,500 “sss 02 
No. subscribers on single lines.. 34,249 30,575 OTS: .cswa'e 
Underground conduit, feet...... 8,215,744 3,190,728 25,016 ..cc% 
Underground duct, feet........ 16,248,854 16,170,932 ih Sree 
Underground cable, feet........ 7,288,549 7,211,058 Tea bcc's% 
Underground wire, miles........ 353,121 335,269 ik ae 
Submarine cable, feet........... 56,814 (ee 8,901 
Submarine wire, miles.......... 702 Bee.  Sekas 223 
Overhead pole line, miles....... 9,138 gee” (aksee 1,154 
Overhead iron wire, miles...... 40,315 fk eer 26,121 
Overhead copper wire, miles... 132,695 J  —_— rs ,975 


The gross receipts represent solely the earnings (less re- 
bates and discounts) from telephone traffic, and the total data 
shown refer only to conditions within the State. The decrease 
of 2.1 per cent in the ratio of expenses to earnings, the in- 
crease of underground installation, the substitution of copper 
for iron wire, and diminished overhead installation indicates 
an effort on the part of the companies to improve general 
conditions in thickly populated districts. 

The Commission reviews the inventory and appraisal of the 
property of the New England Telephne & Telegraph Company 
which was received from its consulting engineers last year, 
transmitted to Governor Draper, and as a result of which 
an additional sum of $35,000 was appropriated for a further 
study of traffic and service conditions, in connection with the 
determination of rates. The engineers for the Board are 
Messrs. D. C. and Wm. B. Jackson, of Boston and Chicago. 
The appraisal showed that the property of the New England 
company within the State of Massachusetts is worth $34,- 
133,270, and the value of the company’s property outside the 
State was found to be $12,407,549, making the entire value 
of the property $46,540,819. The total par value of the com- 
pany’s outstanding stock, bonds and notes for August 31, 1908, 
was $38,939,850. The total value of the physical plant used 
for local service in Massachusetts was $22,885,082, and the 
total value of the local plant in the suburban district sur- 
rounding the metropolitan part of Boston was $6,446,838. The 
total value of the local plant in the eleven cities of 50,000 in- 
habitants or over of the State outside Boston was $6,872,411. 
The total value of the toll plant used in affording inter-com- 
munication between subscribers connected with different cen- 
tral offices was $9,641,913, which was equivalent to 42 per cent 
of the total local plant. 

Acting under the authority of the Resolve of 1909, the Com- 
mission proceeded at once to have the traffic investigation 
made. Its engineers have been engaged during the summer, 
with the co-operation of the officials of the telephone com- 
pany, in collecting and tabulating the various items showing 
the amount of traffic, cost of operation, maintenance, etc., that 
were necessary to enable the Commission to determine what 
would be a fair and equitable rate under all circumstances in 
any given locality or for any class of service. 

A study which was made of the earnings and expenses of 
the Bell telephone companies in the United States, not in- 
cluding the American Telephone & Telegraph Company, 
showed that for each of the 5,838,000,000 exchange connections 
made for the year ending Dec. 31, 1907, the amount of net 
earnings per connection was only $0.0056 and the amount re- 
quired for interest was $0.0012 per exchange connection and 
for dividends $0.0033, leaving about $0.0011 as undivided 
profits. This statement is included by the board merely to 
show how accurate the calculations and tabulations must be, 
and how carefully any rates must be considered before they 
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are adopted, when such items as dividends, net earnings, etc., 
are represented by a fraction of 1 cent per exchange connec- 
tion. 

A careful study has been made of the Boston metropolitan 
and suburban districts. Careful counts have been kept of the 
number of calls, the character of each call and the nature of 
the service given. Tabulations are now being made which 
will show the operating cost of each exchange connection, and 
so far as possible, the cost when a call goes through one or 
more exchanges in order to reach a connection with the sta- 
tion which is called for. ‘ 

Several have considered 
and checked up to see how they would work in actual prac- 
tice and whether or not they would result in reasonable rates, 
The 
Commission hopes that very soon the telephone company and 


tentative schedules of rates been 


fair not only to the public but to the telephone company. 


the experts of the board will agree upon some schedule of 
rates which can be adopted for trial at least, in the metro- 
politan and suburban districts of Boston, establishing fair and 
equitable rates for each class of service and for the subscribers 
in each locality embraced in any given district. The Commis- 
the study that has been made, that 
the rates adopted will be based upon some fair and equitable 
principle that will be applicable to other localities in the State 


sion hopes, by the aid of 


where like conditions exist as to the territory served and the 
number of telephones within a given area, or in some other 
equitable manner. It has been the purpose of the Commission 
and its engineers to go into this subject most carefully and 
thoroughly before any plan was adopted even tentatively, so 
that it might be sure it was obtaining as fair a rate as possi- 
ble. 
ascertain as nearly as possible what the cost of service has 
been for each particular class of subscriber, and to differ- 
entiate in 


It has also been the purpose of the board to attempt to 


and local, business and 
residential, single and party lines, coin boxes, etc., to the end 
that any rates established shall be just and equitable to all 
class of subscribers, and that the rates adopted, while render- 
ing a fair return on the investment to the telephone com- 


pany’s stockholders, shall be 


those costs between toll 


reasonable and just also to all 
of its subscribers in each particular locality and for each par- 
ticular class. 

So far as the Commission has been able to learn, the re- 
duction in the toll rates from 10 cents to 5 cents between 
the sixteen Boston suburban exchanges and the metropolitan 
exchanges, in force since April, 1908, has given satisfactory results 
to both company and subscribers. The Commission states that 
it also understands that the company has carried out so far 
discontinue all 


discriminating, irregular and preferential rates which give spe- 


as possible the board’s recommendations to 
cial privileges to particular customers, as distinguished from 
terms and rates open to any one in the same locality for service 
of the same character. 





Yesterday and Today. 

With this title a folder has been issued by the Valley Home 
Telephone Company, Saginaw, Mich., for the purpose of call- 
ing attention to its service. That the object is accomplished 
cannot be doubted by any one who reads the following lines: 
YesTerpDAy—Unknown was the trolley car, the typewriter, the 

toot of the auto horn, the ring of the telephone bell. 
To-pay—All of these and many more are every day common- 

place utilities. 
YESTERDAY—Business was transacted in a slow, methodical 

way and the world moved accordingly. 
To-pay—The slow trolley car is condemned. Only the swift- 


est auto is salable. 


The typewriter must write in several 
colors and telephone service must be instantaneous. 

YesterpAy—A telephone that would transmit sounds a few 
miles away was considered the limit of inventive ingenuity. 
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To-pay—A telephone must be capable of transmitting sounds 
into every nook and corner of this great country. 

YESTERDAY What was the inventor’s dream. 

To-pay—Is one of the world’s necessities. 

YESTERDAY—You wrote a letter. 

To-pay—You cannot afford to waste the time. You telephone. 

YESTERDAY—The doctor was summoned by a fleet footed mes- 
senger. 

To-pay—A ‘ew seconds and the doctor is telling you what to 
do until he can get there. 

YESTERDAY—You went to market and bought your daily re- 
quirements. 

To-pAy—You are informed early as to what the market can 
supply. You order your requirements by telephone. 

YESTERDAY—The farmer drove to town and took his chances 
as to whether his product was in demand and as to the 
price. 

To-pay—He sells his product by telephone before he leaves 
his home. 

YESTERDAY—The stage coach was considered a fairly good 
means of overcoming distance. 

To-pay—The 
genius is developing the air ship. 

YESTERDAY—Haphazard inferior telephone service was the best 
that you could get. ‘ 

To-pay—Prompt, uninterrupted service is at your command. 

YESTERDAY—You could take it or leave it, nobody cared. 

To-pAy—Your subscription is sought after and courtesy, fair 
treatment and a desire to please prevails. 

YESTERDAY Telephone service was a luxury. 

To-pav—Competition has regulated the price to a point where 
all can afford to employ the service. 


swiftest train is much too slow and inventive 


On the back of the folder are terse sentences giving con- 
vincing facts regarding the telephone development in the ter- 
ritory covered by the Valley Home Telephone Company. 





Cumberland Company Must Leave Mt. Vernon, Indiana, or 
Get a Franchise. 

Judge O. L. Welborn, in the case of the City of Mt. 
Vernon, Indiana, against the Cumberland Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company, decided point against the com- 
years ago the Cumberland obtained a fran- 
chise from the American Tel. & Telg. Co. and then after 
the expiration of their twenty-year franchise the Cumber- 
land refused to obtain a new franchise from the city and 


claimed it had the right to operate in this city under the 


every 


pany. Some 


franchise which it obtained from the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company. This franchise was a perpetual 
instrument, but this perpetual franchise was held void by 
which the court stated. It 
that the Cumberland 
Telephone and Telegraph Company claimed a right to main- 
Mt. 
company 


the court for several reasons 


was under the perpetual franchise 


tain its poles and wires and do business in Vernon. 


Poles and wires of the Cumberland were de- 


clared to be a nuisance and the was enjoined 
from further maintaining them on the streets and alleys of 


this city. 


company 


The case involved many intricate and novel questions of 
corporation law and the law relating to public service com- 
panies. The Cumberland company will appeal the 
The city was represented by G. V. Menzies and James H. 
Blackburn. + 


case. 





Complaints on Michigan Tax Valuations. 

Many Michigan telephone companies have sent applications 
for hearings on the tentative valuation of properties, recently 
made by the state tax commission. Under the law the cor- 
porations have until Feb. 15 in which to present reasons why 
the tentative valuation should be changed. The complaints 
will be heard, in order. 












A Collector’s Coupon Memorandum. 

The form shown herewith, originated by Mr. Harry Miles, 
manager of the Benton Independent Telephone Company, Pros- 
ser, Wash., will appeal to many small companies as being the 






































BENTON INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE COMPANY 
| Name. Tol No. 
Location. Rate. 

Remarks. Date Instailed______ 
Paid Jan. 19 Paid May 19.. | Paid Sepe 12. 
Amount Amount Amount 

| Paid Feb. 19 . |Paid June 19. | Paid Oct_ 19. 
| Amount Amount Amount 
| Paid March. 19 Paid July. 10. | Paid Nov. 12. 
Amount Amount Amount 
Paid April 19 . [Paid Aug 19. | Paid Dec 19 
Amount Amount Amount 
Benton Independent Telephone Company : Beaton independent Telephone Company 
Ta Me er ame wee 
tsswed for DECEMBER. 19 tsseed for NOVEMBER, 19 
Deve atc tear ete Cofino Cabecter 





Centon indepesdent Telephone (ompany 





Ta tow -[h™s Late 
fgseed for OCTOBER. 19 thseod for SEPTEMBER, 19 

ete atte ee Bete Caltecter Colom tae 

Benton Independent Telephone Compary Benton tadependent Tetephone Company 

ta hee Vet Me howe 
Issued fer AUGUST. 19 tssaed for ALY, 19 

Date atic tnd Date (oliectad (ebecter 





Bentca Indenendent Telephone 
tame fom. Tat Me tae 
tssued for MAY, 19 

aie Cotictnd Cbecter (ote Colic 


Benton indepcadent Telephone Company 











ta hae Th Rate 
for APM, tesued for MARCH. 19 
tem < ate (atm es (ettecter 
Benton independent Telephone Company : Beaton independent Ielephose Company 
la -- tem we dae 
tsseod for FEBRUARY, 19 tssued for JANUARY, 19 
Bete Coferted .nos 5 Coacter Date (tec tes (abet 











A Collector’s Coupon Form Which Gives a Record of Each Sub- 
scriber’s Account, 


right thing with which to equip their collectors. By this form, 
properly kept, the collector has for each subscriber a state- 
ment of the entire year’s account, with checking made possible 
on the same sheet by a coupon form of receipt which is filled 
out, torn off and handed to the subscriber whenever a monthly 
made. 


payment is The office record of payment is kept on 


a subscriber’s rental ledger of the usual form. 





Repairing Dry Batteries. 
In the course of a year one would be surprised to know 


the number of batteries which will not last their normal life 
of usefulness, because they become cracked at the top, allow- 
ing the moisture to evaporate. 

As batteries are always carried in an inspector’s grip, es- 
pecially on rural maintenance, the become cracked, are placed 
in telephones, and in six to eight months you wonder if the 
fault is not in the make of the batteries. But by taking a hot 
soldering iron, an inspector can re-seal the cell, making it as 
By making notes I have 
found that they last enough longer to pay for the work. 

E. R. Sargent, 
Wire Chief, Union Tel. Co. 


good as when it left the factory. 


Owosso, Mich. 





Asphaltum Paint Better Than Paraffine for Tops of Gravity 
Battery Jars. 

In your issue of January 29, the letter by Roy H. John- 
son concerning gravity batteries gives some ideas which 
I like very well, especially the adding of sulphuric acid. 
But I would like to offer the suggestion that he try painting 
the cells with a good asphaltum paint for two or three 
inches at the top, both inside and out. 

I have found that with paraffine it is necessary almost 
always to scrape the paraffine off when the cell is cleaned, 
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while the paint is good for four or five months at a time. 
I have never had a case of the salts creeping on it. 
Cheboygan, Mich. R. H. Moore, 
Cheboygan Tel. Co. 





Equipping Linemen of Electric Light Companies with 
Telephones. 

A use of the telephone by electric light companies which 
is not as yet very common is described in a recent issue of the 
Electrical World. 

“By arrangement with the telephone company, the linemen of 
the Rochester Railway & Light Company are enabled to get 
into quick communication with headquarters ‘rom any street 
having overhead telephone wires. This not only materially 
accelerates the work, but at the same time keeps the ngen out of 
saloons, usually the most accessible place to find a telephone, 
and is of very great advantage at night, when it is hard to get 
the use of a telephone anywhere. Reference to the accompany- 
ing illustration shows the type of hand micro-telephone used 
and the method of connecting it to the wires. If the illustration 
be examined closely it will be seen that the lower man has 
made an attachment to the wires on the lower cross-arm, which 
are the telephone wires, and is holding the receiver of the 
hand micro-telephone to his ear. 

“The linemen are quite careful in cutting in on a line, and if 
the lines tapped are found to be busy, they do not interfere 
with the communication, but try another line. By taking this 
precaution, the lighting company has never had any complaint 
from the telephone company owing to the interference with the 
service. The scheme has been found very serviceable in night 
In Rochester the lighting company is penalized 
If a lamp remains unlighted for 


patrol service. 
for all outages of arc lamps. 














Electric Light Linemer Using the Hand Telephone Set. 


five hours, the deduction is equivalent to an entire night’s 
light; for three successive nights the deduction made is equal 
to five times the rate charged. Because of this, but chiefly to 
guarantee to city and customers alike the best service possible, 
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the company organized a night patrol service. In order that 
the patrol linemen may keep in touch with the main office at 
all times so that any reports of outages or trouble may be 
remedied with all speed, they call up the office at frequent in- 
tervals. If no telephone is available the lineman climbs a pole 
and taps the telephone wires, and if he is already on a pole 
for any reason before coming down he telephones to the head 
office for any instructions. The plan has been fraught with 
excellent results.” 


COLD WEATHER TROUBLES. 

What are the maintenance features which show up worst in 
cold weather? .How could these “cédld weather troubles’ be 
remedied by precautions in construction? 

Two letters here reproduced are the starters for a good 
We want to hear from a hundred 





discussion of this topic. 


wire chiefs, construction men, and troublemen in northern 
exchanges next week. Will you be one? Help raise the 


. 
standard of construction! 





Cold Weather Troubles. 

During cold weather we have about 50 per cent less trou- 
ble than we do in the summer. This is due, we think, to the 
high insulation on the lines which accompanies freezing tem- 
perature. We have had considerable trouble in the past with 
railroad crossings, where the wire became eaten away through 
the corrosive action of the fumes in coal smoke arising from 
During cold spells repeated breaks have 
occurred at such points. This difficulty has been entirely over- 
come by replacing iron wire at these points with No. 10 cop- 
per, dead ending the wire both ways and connecting together 
with a half joint. 

Some trouble has shown up in the duplex drops in the 
business district caused by moisture during a thaw, where the 
ice has accumulated upon the wires, as it melts moisture pen- 
insulation. No successful remedy for this trou- 
This is thought by us to be 


‘ 


passing locomotives. 


etrates the 
ble has been discovered here. 
caused by the rubber becoming 
remedy is to replace the drops on the particular lines in 
trouble. 

Sattle Creek, Mich. 


‘carbonized,” and our only 


H. F. Spiro. 





High-Grade Material and Heavy Construction Keep Down 
Trouble in Winter. 


The last week in January has been the coldest of the last 
five winters in this locality, the temperature here last week 
was an average of 25 2-3 degrees above zero at 7 a. m. 

Wednesday night, Jan. 26, we were visited by the strong- 
est wind of this winter, blowing nearly 60 miles per hour. 
This however gave us only one short circuit in the exchange 
district, and nothing in the country. While our exchange is 
not as large as some, we have outside of the exchange dis- 
trict or town, something over 100 miles of pole line and 574 
miles of wire for toll and country service. It is enough, how- 
ever, to give considerable trouble if not properly taken care of. 

We have had only three cases of cold weather trouble 
this winter. Two were broken line wires and one was sleet 
trouble, probably due to our own neglect. 

On one line of 25 foot poles, about three miles out we 
found a pole cracked or partly broken, some time ago. We 
neglected to make note of this and it was forgotten. In De- 
cember there came a heavy sleet, followed by high wind. 
This pole could not stand the load and went down, bringing 
11 more with it. We seldom forget a case like this but the 
accident goes to show what may be expected. 

I believe our lack of cold weather trouble is due to a 
system we adopted four years ago, which was, to use only 
the best material, install it right, and to build heavy. 

We have found that in city work to set a pole or an 


TELEPHONY 





Vol. 19, No. 6 


. 


anchor heavy enough. for twice the load you expect to put 
on it, it will be about right. 

The constant increase of the telephone business in the 
last few years has caused us to rebuild several leads which we 
thought at the time of putting them in were heavy enough for 
the increase that would come during the life of the leads. 
We are constantly getting patrons whom we had on our list as 
persons we would never get. 

Another way we keep down our trouble is by having our 
troublemen always on the look-out for a corner going to the 
bad, decaying cross-arms and the like, and making note of 
them. These we aim to repair or rebuild before the winter 
comes on, which makes it cheaper to do and the patrons are 
not out of service as the case would be if we should wait un- 
til a break comes. 

We are constantly on the look-out for new things not 
for the novelty, but to give them careful consideration and 
see if we can improve the service and thereby improve the 
business and save money in the long run. 

To sum it up, we look as far ahead as we can, and shoot 
all the trouble we can before it happens. The system has 
proven good with us, but if there are better ways we are on 
the look-out for them. 

Liberty, Indiana. E, E. Kain, 
Wire Chief, Liberty Telephone Co. 





Phantom Wire Support. 
One of the remarkable incidents which arise to vex tele- 
phone men is shown in the photograph. Through malice, 
or the carelessness of some man responsible for burning 




















Copper Wires Holding Up Cross-Arms After Pole Was Com- 
pletely Destroyed by Fire. 


the brush along the road, the pole was completely burned. 
The cross-arms, braces and bolts remained hanging in air 
as if a phantom pole existed. This seems remarkable, as 
copper wires are easily softened by heat, and one would 
quickly break under the strain. 


Duluth, Minn. W. R. Sherrick. 





The increase in the use of the telephone is making it a 
greater necessity every day. 








From Judges and Juries 
Conducted by A. H. McMillan 


Telephone and Telegraph Companies Must Be Separate in 
Michigan. 

American Telephone & Telegraph Company, incorporated 
under an act of the legislature of New York, entitled, “An 
Act to provide for the incorporation and regulation of 
telegraph companies,” applied to the secretary of state of 
Michigan for the issuance of a certificate to permit it to do 
a telephone and telegraph business in the state. The courts 
of New York had decided that companies organized under 
this act might conduct a telephone as well as a telegraph 
business. The secretary of state refused the certificate 
whereupon the company applied to the supreme court for 
a writ of mandamus to compel him to issue it. The Michi- 
gan laws for the incorporation of telephone and telegraph 
companies consist of two separate acts—one for telegraph 
and another for telephone companies. The court refused 
the application, thus holding that the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company could not do business in the state. 
The decision also holds that no Michigan corporation would 
be capable of transacting both kinds of business. The de- 
cision puts the Michigan supreme court on record as being 
squarely in favor of competition in telephone and telegraph 
lines and opposed to monopoly of either branch of the elec- 
trical business. 

The court said that for more than a quarter of a century 
the legislature of the state had seen fit to keep separate 
these two lines of activity. We quote from its opinion 
“In the hands of independent agencies, it may well be that 
a healthy competition for the transmission of information 
by electricity will ensue. We are of opinion that the legis- 
lative enactments touching the question indicate a policy 
on the part of the state to afford its people a choice of two 
It is quite clear that, 
in the light of the separate enactments and the policy in- 
dicated thereby, we would not hold a domestic corporation 
capable of transacting both kinds of business. We think 
it logically follows that no foreign corporation should be 
given a privilege denied to those of our own creation, par- 
ticularly when to do so would be subversive of the policy 
of the state.” 


agencies of independent ownership. 





A Perpetual Franchise at Vermilion, S. D. 

The city of Vermilion, S. D., has failed in its efforts to 
drive the Northwestern Telephone Company from its limits. 
Judge Carland, of the Federal Court, has rendered a decision 
which not only prevents Vermilion from ousting the tele- 
phone company from its streets but gives the company a 
perpetual franchise. 

In 1905 the city granted a ten-year franchise to the Auto- 
matic Switch Company, which established a local telephone 
exchange in that city. A Nebraska concern later purchased 
the business and at about the time of the expiration of the 
ten-year franchise sold it to the Northwestern company. 

The latter had introduced in the city council and passed 
a resolution granting the right to erect a telephone line. 

As soon as the ten-year period had expired the city offi- 
cials notified the Northwestern company that its franchise 
had expired, contending that this resolution simply gave 
the right to construct a long distance line into the city 
to connect with the local exchange, but gave no franchise 
for a local exchange. 

The city commenced an action in the circuit court of Clay 
county through which it sought to have the company re- 
strained from using the streets for telephone purposes. The 
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Northwestern company transferred the case to the Federal 
Court and also procured an injunction restraining the city 
from interfering with its business in any way, pending the 
termination of the suit in the Federal Court. Judge Carland 
holds against the city at every point. 





Negligence in Not Using a Carrier. 


Where a telegraph company had furnished a “carrier” for 
the use of employes while working on cables suspended 
from poles, which afforded a safe method of going to the 
cables, and employes deliberately chose an open hook and 
pulley with which to raise one of their number to the cable, 
and the open hook jumped from the messenger wire be- 
cause of the intermittent character of the pulling, and 
caused employe’s injury, they were negligent and the in- 
jured employe cannot receover. This is the holding of 
the Supreme Court of Wisconsin in a recent action brought 
against the Citizens’ Telephone and Telegraph Company 
of Kenosha. The plaintiff, who was a lineman in the em- 
ploy of the company, was injured while his fellow work- 
men were drawing him up by rope and pulley to a platform 
midway between the poles. where he was to investigate 
some difficulty in a cable. The pulley was attached to a 
tightly drawn messenger wire by means of a large steel 
hook which was “open,” that is, had no lock or device by 
which it could be closed. The open hook and wire were 
known to be dangerous. The testimony showed that the 
company had one and probably two “carriers” or “cable 
cars” at its store-room at the time of the accident which 
the employes could have taken had they desired. Pierson 
vs. Citizens Tel. & Teg. Co., 123 N. W., 642. 

What is “Capital Stock” Under Nebraska Tax Law. 

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Company of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, has instituted an action in district court, against 
the Secretary of State for the purpose of obtaining a ruling 
of the courts upon the meaning of the term “capital stock” 
as used in the corporation occupation tax law enacted by the 
last legislature. The state officials have construed this term 
to mean the authorized capital stock of a corporation, while 
the telephone company and many other like institutions insist 
that only the paid up capital stock should be taken into con- 
sideration. 

The petition of plaintiff recites that the statute provides 
that where the capital stock of a corporation is over $500,000 
and does not exceed $1,000,000, the fee required to be paid 
shall be $100; that if the capital stock of the corporation is 
over $2,000,000, the free to be paid shall be $200. The articles 
of incorporation of the plaintiff authorize it to issue $2,500,000, 
but up to November 24, last, the amount of stock issued and 
paid for was only $622,775. 

On November 24 the officers and agents of the state were 
threatening to enforce against the plaintiff and similar corpora- 
tions the penalties and forfeitures prescribed for non-payment 
of the tax provided for in the law in question. 

The plaintiff, in order to continue in business, then paid 
under protest and duress, $200, the amount of the annual oc- 
cupation tax it would be subject to if its entire authorized 
capital stock were issued. In addition to this it paid $10 which 
had been charged against it as a penalty for not having paid 
the tax on or before September 1. 

The court is asked to award the plaintiff judgment against 
the defendant for $100, the amount alleged to have been paid 
under protest and duress. 








. 





Confusion in Bell Plant Values 


Merger Inflates Securities So High That Dividends are Reduced—Rates Raised to Provide for Deferred 
Depreciation—Buffalo Official Tangled in Testimony 


Bell boasts of accurate bookkeeping and careful financ-. 


ing must be futile in the face of exposures which are contin- 
ually finding their way into the public prints through investi- 
gations of official bodies. Failure to properly provide for de- 
preciation in Bell plants was shown last year by testimony of 
their own officials at St. Paul and Norfolk, Va. 

Now comes the report of a committee of the Board of 
Trade at St. John, N. B., which asserts that the public has 
been compelled to pay exorbitant rates on securities inflated 
by merger proceedings, on which dividends have been kept up 
at the expense of plant, through failure to charge off depre- 
ciation. This report says: 

“The taking over of the Central’s system by the New 
Brunswick Telephone Company was under the terms of an 
agreement between these companies in which each had en- 
deavored to outwit and out-bluff the other. By this arrange- 
ment a large amount of over-capitalization was added to the 
existing over-capitalization of the New Brunswick Telephone 
Company. The result was that its cash dividends which for 
the eighteen years previously had been declared annually at 
eight per cent immediately ceased, and have never since ex- 
ceeded six per cent, while its stock dividend which has 
totaled $172,568 has ceased entirely. 

“The St. John Exchange formed a part of this very prof- 
itable system which the New Brunswick Telephone Company 
had at the time of the merger. 

“The company in attempting to justify the late increased 
rentals emphasized the fact that a telephone plant must event- 
ually wear out entirely and the expenditures for renewals are 
larger as the limit of its life is neared. The period from 1889 
to 1907 during which these dividends in cash and stock were 
declared is sufficiently long, however, to cover the life of an 
ordinary telephone plant, and would include the period of 
light, average, and heavy expenditures for maintenance and 
renewal, 

Subscribers Had to Bear the Burden. 

“In view of these cash and stock dividends having been 
declared right up to the time of the merger ($89,920 had been 
issued as a stock dividend in 1906 at the time the merger had 
been agreed upon), and of the rentals for a long portion of 
the term being considerably cheaper, it is surprising to find the 
company contending that its system in the City of St. John 
which was the largest and most profitable portion of the un- 
dertaking up to the time of the merger, has in the two years 
which have elapsed since become so unprofitable as to neces- 
sitate the imposition of an additional burden upon its pat- 
rons in the city of over $14,000 per annum in the shape of 
withdrawal of discounts for prompt payment and of increased 
rentals.” 


President of Buffalo Bell in the Tanglefoot. 


Exhibit No, 2 was turned up at Buffalo by a committee 
of the New York legislature. Observe the frantic efforts of 
President Ramsdell, of the Bell Telephone Co., of Buffalo, to 
keep the committee from getting at the secret of the system 
that steadily paid back to stockholders dividends taken out of 
their own property, through failure to make an adequate de- 
preciation reserve. After all the fumings on depreciation the 
Bell telephone people have directed against Independents, 
without a word of evidence to back up their charges, we at 
last find out how they learned the manner of working the 
game. Here is an excerpt of the testimony. 

Q. Do you know what percentage of the gross value of 
the plant of the Buffalo Bell Company was charged off each 


We 


year to depreciation? A. No, I can’t tell you that. 
charge off in a general way. I would state that we charged 
off everything that we made beyond dividends. 

Q. That is to say, you charge off to depreciation what- 
ever earnings you made in any one year in excess of 6 per 
cent dividends? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Regardless of what you deem to be the actual depre- 
ciation or regardless of any fixed rule? A. Yes, 

Q. So that on your books, your plant really don’t depre- 
ciate at all? A. Providing— 

Q. That is, you accumulate a surplus and you charge 
that off, which left you where you were at the beginning of 
the year? A. Yes, providing the depreciation charge was 
sufficient, which we have felt has not been sufficient. 

Q. And if a plant depreciated actually $500,000 in a 
year, and your surplus earnings were only $10,000, you simply 
charged off $10,000; is that correct? A. We couldn’t do any 
more. We couldn’t charge off any more than we had in the 
way of a surplus. * * * But in the usual acceptation of the 
term of depreciation charge, we haven't felt in the last two 
or three years that we have been charging half enough; that 
is, in the year succeeding, we haven’t felt that the amount 
we have been charging off in the past, which was warranted 
then, would not be warranted in the future; there must be a 
larger charge off for depreciation. 

Q. Has there been, so far as you know, any fixed rate 
of percentage of depreciation charged off by telephone com- 
panies generally? A. Why, yes. It is not absolutely fixed, 
but speaking generally, taking the property of the Bell in- 
terests throughout the country, engineers would say that 7 
per cent would be a proper charge for depreciation; that is, 
absolutely independent of any maintenance charge. You un- 
derstand there is a distinction between maintenance and de- 
preciation. 

oO 3 
proposition and I don’t know why it shouldn’t apply to the 
Bell of Buffalo, from now on—this part of the property of 
the New York Telephone Company, this 
should not be 7 per cent, for depreciation, or, 


understand so; yes, sir. A. Now, as a general 


division—why it 
including: main- 
tenance, not less than 10 per cent. 

Q. That is, your maintenance charge would be about 3 
per cent, and on depreciation 7 per cent? A. Yes; it should 
not be less than that. Now, I say that is as a general prop- 
osition. 

Q. Now, you charge off in the year 1907 approximately 
$162,000 to depreciation? A. As I it, something 
like that. 

Q. If you had charged 7 per cent off your capital at 
that time you would have charged off about $400,000 more 
Yes, that is right. 


remember 


than that, wouldn’t you? A. 

Q. If you had gone on without increasing your plant 
and charged off $500,000 each year to depreciation, how long 
would it have taken to wipe out your plant so far as book 
value is concerned? A. If you had gone on? 

Q. (Question repeated). A. Well, our book value is— 
there you get into the bookkeeping end of it. Our book value 
is something like eight or nine million—whatever it is. That 
is a matter of mathematical calculation.’. If you don’t charge 
anything off, and we ought to charge $500,000 a year off, and 
we do that on say eight or nine million in the plant, whatever 
the figures are—it would be just dividing the total amount 
by $500,000. 

By Chairman Davis: Q. Let the witness answer that 
question if he can. A. What is that? 


How is that? 
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Q: How long would it take you to wipe out your whole 
plant? A. If we ought to have charged off $500,000? 

By Mr. Page: Q. No, if you had charged it off? 

By Chairman Davis: If you had, as you say you ought 
to have? A. Now wait; let me get that clear. If we had 
charged off the $500,000, is that it? 


Q. Yes. A. How long would the plant last? 
Q. Yes. <A. It would last forever. I was a little con- 
fused. I understood that if we failed to charge off a fixed 


But your question was if we did charge off, how 
It would last forever. The an- 


amount. 
long the plant would last. 
swer is simple. 

Q. It seems to be. Now, I didn’t ask about the length 
of the life of the physical plant. I asked how long the plant 
would be carried on your books as a positive quantity? A. 
Well, now, I should say, forever, if we kept— 

Q. That is, if you start in with a book value of $9,000,- 
000 and every year you charge off half a million. A. Yes. 

Q. You never will reach the point where you are carry- 
ing your plant at nothing? A. 
tenance has been keeping the plant good. 


Certainly not; because main- 
It is exactly as a 
man owning a home. He may even rebuild the home and 
have another house where the house originally stood; but he 
has always got his investment there and he has protected it 


by reserve. 


Q. The maintenance takes care of that? A. The main- 
tenance takes care of that. 
Q. The maintenance keeps the plant alive? A. Yes. 


©. And keeps it in perfect condition? A. In perfect 


condition. The somnolescent decay is taken care of by this 
depreciation charge. 

Q. What is it that is being taken care of by the de- 
preciation charge? A. The silent decay that is always going 
on. You may paint your house, you may shingle it and all 
that, and that goes into the cost of maintenance; and beyond 
that there is a falling away, there is a decay of this house that 
you can't foresee or that you can’t prevent; and for that rea- 
son you are careful to set aside a reserve to rebuild the house 
when it is necessary. 

©. Then do I understand, Mr. Ramsdell, that the amount 
No. There 


Of course there is an amount which 


charged off each year goes into the reserve? A. 
is a reserve maintenance. 
should be set aside out of the earnings, an amount which, as 
you put it, is $500,000; that is more than is necessary in our 
case, but I am using your figures. 

Q. That is 7 per cent on $8,000,000. A. 
That 
really set aside and charged off to depreciation. 


Well, 
The 


what- 
ever it is. doesn’t make any difference. amount 
should be 
You can call it a reserve. 

Q. What becomes of that? 
the bank ready to draw on to replace your plant when the 
100 per cent, say? A No, it is 
charged off on the books of the company as showing all our 
property. It has nothing to do with the bank account. It is 
charged off against various parts of our property; for in- 
stance, toll lines, pole lines, buildings, all that sort of thing; 


they are depreciated on the books so much. 


Do you have that money in 


silent decay has reached 


Q. Well, when you charge off your surplus earnings you 
would charge off something that was represented by cash in 
the bank, wouldn’t you? <A. Not necessarily. 

Q. That had probably gone into  betterments? A. 
Well, it showed our earnings. It didn’t make any difference 
whether you have got the money in bank or put it into earn- 
ings. We have earned so much more. We have earned that 
much in the way of a surplus. Now, instead of increasing 
our dividends, for instance, or adding to the surplus, we sim- 
ply go to the various accounts—toll lines, pole lines,’ real es- 
tate, whatever it may be, and divide that amount up and re- 
duce on the books those values by so much. 
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Q. Yes, but you have the money earned, haven’t you, 
on hand? A. Qh, we have earned the money, of course. 

Q. You spoke of declaring an extra dividend. Of course 
you wouldn’t declare and pay a dividend unless you had the 


money? A. Well, the money needn’t necessarily be in the 
bank. 
Q. Well, it would seem necessary when you came to 


draw dividend checks? A. Yes, that is all right; but if we 
show the earnings it would be perfectly foolish for us to leave 
our money in any bank idle until we declare a dividend. We 
put it out in property and make it earn some more money. 

Q. So you keep increasing the actual value of your plant 
by the amount charged to depreciation? A. Certainly. 

Q. And you keep diminishing the book values of your 
plant by the amount charged to depreciation? <A. Certainly. 

Q. So that your books don’t show the true value of your 
plant? A. Well, they do. 

Q. Well, then, | don’t understand you. A. They do 
show the true value of the plant in the sense that this de- 
preciation charge has been taken off each part of the plant. 
The value of that particular part of the plant has been reduced 
by so much. That is a question of bookkeeping that perhaps 
you and I don’t know so much about. 

Q. I will concede that I haven't. 
something about it. A. 


I haven’t gotten into it. 

[ am trying to learn 
I think it must be perfectly clear to 
anyone here that if a person has a house and wants to keep 
that house in repair and keep it forever, that is, keep it paint- 
ed and shingled, etc.— 

Q. That is isn’t it? A. That is mainte- 
nance; and, figuring that ultimately the house, notwithstand- 
ing all the that he had given it through maintenance, 
will fall down, he is careful to figure on the future. 
the house 


maintenance, 


care 
He wants 
is careful to have this reserve for 
depreciation, to take care of this silent decay, as I said be- 
fore. 

QO. But | 
and 


forever, and he 


would last 
wouldn't become any less valuable through the 
cent? <A. I said that, if the 
maintenance account was taken care of, and the depreciation 


understood you to say the plant 
forever, 
maintenance account of 3 per 
That is 
It would last forever if simply the mainte- 
nance charges were looked after. 


charge also provided, the plant would last forever. 


perfectly logical. 


Q. The charge of a certain sum each year to deprecia- 
tion prolongs the life of the plant? A. Exactly. 

Q. And the amount that you charge to depreciation each 
year really means that the plant is so much better. A. So 
much better. 

Q. Well, to go back just a bit, Mr. Ramsdell, the cap- 
ital stock which you had outstanding at the time of the mer- 
ger amounted to a little over $8,000,000 par value? A. $8,- 
122,700, I think. 

Q. 1 understood you to say that the book value of the 
assets of the Buffalo Bell was something over nine millions? 
A. I said the book value of construction; that is the capital- 
ization was $8,122,700, and my recollection is that the assets 
of the company, represented by its plant, real estate, etc., was 
something over nine million. 

Q. Does the book value correspond to the actual value? 
A. Yes, the book value—certainly it does. 

Q. Does the book value mean the actual value of the 
property regardless of capital? A. Yes; we figure that 
everything that we have on our books in the way of figures 
represents the value of our plant. 

Q. Then how did it happen that on the sale to the New 
York Telephone Company the stock of the Buffalo Bell was 
only considered worth 9344? A. The answer to that is very 
simple. As I stated before, the engineers of the various tele- 
phone companies had figured and agreed upon a large charge 
off for depreciation. We were not in a position, with the 


earnings of last year, for instance, to face that depreciation 
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charge fixed by those engineers. We felt that the sale would 
be a good one because of the economies that naturally follow 
from the merging of a lot of small companies into one, and 
that any way that the conditions that exist here— 

Q. Then if you said it was impossible to charge off in 
any year anything beyond your surplus earnings after the 
payment of dividends and maintenance, you were wrong, 
weren’t you? A. No, I didn’t—when I said what. I said 
it was impossible for us to charge anything more off to de- 
preciation than what we actually earned. 

Q. Would it be possible to charge off any loss? A. 
Yes; if we wanted to fool the stockholders we could have 
added that sum—the $163,000 last year—we could have added 
it to our surplus fund and made a beautiful showing. We 
could have fooled the stockholders, but that hasn’t been our 
disposition. 

Q. The only correct method of accounting, then, is to 
charge off actually the surplus earnings? A. No, that isn’t 
the correct method. The correct method is to charge off 
enough to take care of your property and keep it alive for- 
ever. Now your surplus earnings may be beyond that. 

Q. Suppose they are less than that? A. Well, you can 
only charge off what you have got in the way of surplus 
earnings, and then, as I said before, the following year you 
are confronted by a reduction in the dividend, but you hope— 
it is always the hope, of course—the conditions may change 
and the business may grow and the earnings may be suffi- 
ciently great to enable you to preserve your dividend rate and 
also to take care of this depreciation charge. 

Q. Now, as I understand it, it is absolutely impossible 
to charge off to depreciation anything more than the surplus 
earnings of the company? A. Certainly, if you haven’t got 
any more you can’t do it, you know, unless you doctor the 
thing. 

Q. I assume that your explanation means yes. A. Yes 
sir. 

Here closeth the chapter entitled Ramsdell’s Frantic 
Flutterings. 





How Misinformation is Handed Out in the Southern Rural 
Districts. 

The Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph Company seems 
exceedingly bitter against any influence which compels it to 
enlarge its development, now generally restricted to the people 
able to pay a high price for telephones. Strange to say, the 
company can usually get some little country journal to fight 
its battle against the public, and squander printer’s ink to 
an almost unlimited extent. One of the most outrageous bits 
of buncombe which has ever been put over on a newspaper 
editor appeared in a recent issue of the Weekly Corinthian, 
of Corinth, Mississippi. 

The article states that the telephone is a natural monopoly 
when, as is well known, the experience of the nation has dem- 
onstrated the fallacy of this through the Independents grow- 
ing at a rate enormously more rapid than the company which, 
through a patent monopoly, formerly controlled the telephone 
business. Moreover it is well known that the Bell telephone 
company has disseminated in Canada and even in the United 
States information showing the poor progress which has been 
made in telephone development under government monopoly; 
and finally, within a few weeks, T. N. Vail, president of the 
Bell holding corporation which makes the little Cumberland 
officials sit up and dance, said: “We recognize that in many 
sections of the country the public are still in favor of a dual 
telephone system. So long as the public demands such service 
it is bound to have it.” 

Then this item pretends to show up “a nigger in the wood 
pile” in the practice of giving free trial service until the value 
of the Independent telephone service is demonstrated. Leland 
Hume, general manager of the Cumberland company, will not 
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deny that this practice has been adepted in thousands of 
places by the Bell telephone company to introduce and extend 
its service, and he will not deny that in many places where 
Independent companies have been operating the Bell company 
has been notorious for giving free service, and that its doing 
so is a matter of public record. 

The impudence of the author of this Corinth article is shown 
by quoting in large type a ruling of one of the lower courts 
of Iowa, as authoritative, when it is well known that the 
case in question is to be carried to higher courts and that 
the ruling made, on account of the inferior rank of the court 
has no authority except as an expression of opinion. Leland 
Hume does not dare have the Standard Oil decision printed 
in the Weekly Corinthian! 

Some of the officers of the Cumberland company are never 
happy except when rushing into print with ill considered state- 
ments that they know cannot be proven, but if the people of 
Corinth, or any other place in Cumberland territory, will think 
for themselves, and give the Independent telephone business 
half a show, they will find that they will soon be enjoying 
from two companies better service than either one alone would 
give, and that the rates of each will be on the lowest scale 
which will offer a reasonable profit under economical manage- 
ment. 


The New President of the South Dakota Association, 

Mr. A, Stanley Hall, of Redfield, South Dakota, who was 
elected president of the South Dakota Independent Tele- 
phone Association at the recent convention at Sioux Falls, 
is regarded by all who know him as a live, aggressive tele- 




















Mr, A. Stanley Hall, 


phone man. Under his guidance it is expected that South 
Dakota will continue its progress in Independent telephony 
and that the Independent companies will be brought into 
still closer relations with the neighboring states. 
Rate Increase Allowed by Wisconsin Railroad Commission. 
The Wisconsin railroad commission has issued an order 
permitting the Oostburg Telephone company to increase its 
rates for service, after the telephone company has shown 
the commission that its present schedule of rates is caus- 
ing an annual loss to the stockholders, and that the pro- 
posed increase will bring a return of but three per cent on 
the investment to the company. The rates will be increased 
to $2 pér month for business single line, $1.50 per month 
for residence single line, and $16 per year for rural service 
with 25 cents per quarter rebate for advance payment. 
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| In the Operating Field 


entered into by local companies but will, carry the prose- 


Continental Putting Money Into Development of its New 
York Properties. 

Another step in the transfer of control of the Rochester, 
Syracuse and Utica Independent telephone plants and a 
score of smaller companies, is now being taken by the 
Continental Telephone & Telegraph Company. This step 
is the offer to purchase, at $60 per share, 1,950 shares of 
the Rochester, Syracuse & Utica Independent company, a 
holding corporation of whose stock the Rochester Tele- 
phone Company held $288,000 when it passed to the Con- 
tinental. In addition to the 2,880 thus obtained, 
the Continental otherwise obtained options on sufficient to 
control the R. S. & U., so the offer now to all the stock- 
holders is assumed to be a formality. 

Besides the money put into the Syracuse company’s stock, 
the Continental for $150,000 of bonds 
of the Onandaga Independent Company, the Syracuse com- 
pany, at par, of which amount $100,000 will go to pay the 
entire indebtedness of that and the 
$50,000 will be put into equipment and extensions. 


shares 


has also contracted 


company remaining 

The Syracuse company has about 5.000 subscribers and 
is steadily growing. It has a fine central office and equip- 
ment and a first-class and extensive conduit system, so its 
extensions will be largely in the nature putting idle re- 
sources into service. 

The Continental completed the 
formally taking over the National Telephone Corporation, 
so the Keystone company is the largest property outside 
the Continental in a vast Independent system extending 
{from Rochester down through Albany and Southern New 
York, 


Virginia. 


recently steps toward 


New Jersey, into Pennsylvania, and on into West 





United States Telephone Company, of Ohio, Frowns on 
Dual Connection and Will Insist on Observation of 
its Exclusive Contracts. 

The Independent telephone situation in Ohio was greatly 
strengthened by the passing on January 29, of a resolution 
in which the Board of Directors of the United States Tele- 
phone Company showed that any rumors of a willingness 
to divide territory with the Bell company are unfounded. 
The full text of the resolution is here presented and sets 
forth clearly the position of the Morgan company. 

The company not only will frown on any violation of 
contracts with the long distance company which have been 


cution for violation of contracts in suits now pending 


promptly through the courts. 





Brailey Out of Morgan Properties in Indiana—Indianapolis 
Extensions to Proceed at Once, 

James S. Brailey, Jr., is no longer a factor in Indiana 
telephone affairs. 

William Fortune, of Indianapolis, was elected president 
of the New Telephone Company, at a 
special meeting of the board of directors. Brailey tendered 
his resignation as president of the long distance company 
and, it is said, will go south in a few days for a prolonged 
stay, after which, it is said, he will devote his attention to 


Long Distance 


other business interests. 

With this change, Mr. Fortune is placed in full charge 
of the Independent telephone interests in Indiana now con- 
trolled by J. P. Morgan & Co., and is himself largely in- 
terested in the ownership of the property. He is now presi- 
dent of net only the New Long Distance Telephone Com- 
pany, but is also at the head of the Indianapolis Telephone 
Company and the New Telephone Company, is a director 
in the various subsidiary companies in Indiana and is 
chairman of the executive committee of the local and long 
distance companies. : 

Louis Hollweg, who has been identified with the Inde- 
pendent interests in Indiana from the beginning, was elected 
vice-president of the New Long Distance Telephone Com- 
pany and he was elected to the same position in the In- 
Mr. Hollweg still holds a large finan- 
Mr. Hollweg also becomes a 


dianapolis company. 
cial interest in the property. 
member of the executive committee of both the Long Dis- 
tance and Indianapolis companies. 

F. W. Stevens, of the firm of J. P. Morgan & Co., of 
New York, becomes a member of the boards of directors 
of both the New Long Distance and Indianapolis Telephone 
companies. 

Frank D. Stalnaker, president of the Capital National 
Bank, has been elected a director of the Indianapolis com- 
pany and also a member of the executive committee, the 
executive committee now being composed of Mr. Fortune, 
Mr. Hollweg and Mr. Stalnaker, John B. Elam has also 
been elected a director of the long distance and local com- 
panies. 

E. L. Cline, who has heretofore divided his time between 





toll line connections and service; and 


connection with other toll line companies; and 


said courts without any unnecessary delay.” 


“WHEREAS this company has heretofore entered into numerous contracts with operating companies for 


“WHEREAS it has come to the attention of the Board of Directors of this company that a former official 
of the company has either in writing or verbally stated to the officials of some of said operating companies that this 
company was willing to modify its contracts with them and to consent that they accept toll service and make toll 


“WHEREAS said statements, if any so made, were wholly without the sanction, authority, or action of 
the Board of Directors of this company and beyond the powers of any official thereof other than this Board; 

“NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of this company that the President 
or Secretary of this company be authorized and directed to notify any operating company claiming to have the 
consent of such former official for the modification of its contract that such consent was made wholly without 
authority and without sanction or approval of the directors of this company; and further, to notify said operat- 
ing companies that this company will insist upon the full performance of each and all of said contracts and 
parts thereof so far as it may be lawful for it so to do. 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the attorneys of this company be and they are hereby requested and 
directed to prosecute the suits now pending in the United States and State Courts, in which the validity and 
construction of the contracts of this company with operating companies is involved, to a final determination in 











Resolution Passed by. Directors of the United States Telephone Co., the Ohio Long Distance Corporation owned by 
Morgan & Co., Jan. 29, 1910. 
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Indiana and Ohio properties in which Mr. Brailey was in- 
terested, will hereafter give his entire attention to his 
duties in Indianapolis. This is made necessary by the 
plans for the development of the business. John A. Mor- 
iarity will continue to have charge of the business man- 
agement. 

It is pointed out that the action in placing Mr. Fortune 
in executive control of the Indiana properties is in pur- 
suance of the policy of Morgan & Co. in their recent public 
statement announcing that it was their desire to have local 
men in charge of the management who are themselves 
heavily interested financially. Mr. Fortune says that the 
Indiana property wil! be conducted in absolute independence 
of other companies, 

TELEPHONY’s correspondent at Indianapolis takes a favor- 
able view of the situation from an Independent standpoint. 
He says: 

“The new board of directors has already directed that the 
work of completing the new exchange of the local company 
Fifty thousand dollars will be expended on 
The company has already ex- 
underground plant 


proceed at once. 
the plant in betterments., 
$200,000 on 
branch exchanges. 
“The feeling among our people is that the change will 
result to their advantage. The fear entertained in 
some quarters that the Bell company will capture the whole 
Mr. 


of the kind is probable.” 


pended extensions, and 


once 


thing is subsiding. Fortune assures me that nothing 





Meeting of Minnesota Independent Telephone Men. 
Members of the Minnesota Independent Telephone As- 


sociation had an interesting session at Minneapolis, Jan- 


uary 25 and 26. A feature of the meeting was an address by 
President F. H. Woods of the National Independent Tele- 
phone Association, who happened to be in town and was 
brought to the meeting by friends of the movement. He 
gave a very carnest and interesting talk which was listened 
to with ciose attention and was considered very helpful by 
the men present. 

On the second day of the meeting, Hon. E. H. Moulton, 
ex-president of the National association, and head of the 
Tri-State Company of Minneapolis, made an appeal to the 
Independents to be loyal to the cause, showing them how 


their best interests are dependent upon co-operation. 


Much interest was taken in the exhibits of telephone 
apparatus and supplies. 
President Lucius F. Clark, of Bellingham, in addressing 


the convention, touched upon topics of national interest. 
Referring to the monopolistic projects of the Bell telephone 
people and of the condition of the Bell corporation, he said, 
“It is possible, I will not venture to say probable, that there 
is so much water in it, such greed in control, so much lost 
motion between the Boston head and the patron, that its 
very size and strange conglomeration of subsidiary com- 
panies will prove its weakness.” 

President Clark outlined a position of opposition to the 
proposed public utility law for the state, basing the op- 
position on the advantage it might afford a competitor if 
corruption should exist, citing the unfortunate experiences 
in a neighboring state to show the possibility of using per- 
sonal power incidental to commission control to promote 
monopoly. Referring to the general policy of the Bell 
company of buying out competitors, President Clark said, 
“Only the strategic points will be thus handled. The ma- 
jority of us have plants that no outside interest can take 
and handle at a profit, and will be permitted to exist as 
feeders or vassals on such terms as shall be generously 
allowed us by interests whose generosity is notorious—no- 
torious only when it is a credit to their side of profit and 


loss.” 
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He spoke of the desirability of joining the National as- 
sociation under its new plan of organization; of the neces- 
sity of keeping in touch with legislative representatives; 
and of an efficient State organization with proper divisions 
into districts, 

He referred to financial conditions and their bearing on 
the need of a strong organization as follows: “The cost of 
telephone construction in our county runs into figures nearly 
two-thirds as large as its banking capital, and I know of no 
case where a man worthy of a loan has been turned down 
from lack of banking capital in our country for many 
years. This is a somewhat larger proposition than the 
average through the state, but the totals of the state would 
show a comparison surprising to the most of you. Retail 
hardware dealers, retail lumber dealers, bankers, lawyers 
and other business and professional interests, maintain state 
organizations to their certain advantage. Are we conduct- 
ing a business so peculiar as not to warrant the hope of 
similar results by a gocd strong state association? We 
are larger in capital, more exposed to bad results in non- 
organization, and more likely to get goods results than the 
What a field for effort! Nearly half 
of the business actually conducted at cost or below, com- 


most of the others. 


plex mechanical, electrical, cost, income, rate, connection, 
expense, phantom 
»srofits and dividend matters to discuss, advise on and settle.” 


maintenance, coils and more ghostly 
At the conclusion’ of the meeting, the following officers 
were elected: President, Lucius F. Clark, Bellingham; 1st 
vice-president, Geo. Ocobock, Norwood; 2nd vice-president, 
Mr. Carman, Detroit; secretary, W. S. Clay, Hutchinson, 
and treasurer, G. H. Ferguson, Mankato. 


J. P. Morgan and T. N, Vail Agree to Testify On Ohio 
Transfers—Events of the Week in Cleveland 
and Columbus. 
Election of a new president and two new 
the Cuyahoga Telephone Company, of Cleveland; the 
issuance by the directors of the United States Telephone 





directors of 


Company of a statement in which local exchanges under 
contract to deliver long-distance business over the United 
that the 
the exclusive connection 
formal jointure cf J, P. 
Day & Company, both of 
land to 
Cuyahoga and United States, were the week’s interesting 


States are warned company intends to insist on 


clause of the contracts, and the 
Morgan & Company 


New 


transfer of 


and KR. 1. 


York, in suits at Cleve- 


dissolve the stock control of the 
telephone developments in Ohio. 

The adoption of the statement 
States directors, which direct 
Brailey, Jr., was further 
Brailey from the presidency of the New company‘ at In- 


United 
James S. 


issued by the 
was a slap at 


emphasized by the ousting of Mr. 


dianapolis, also an event of the week. 
The action of the United States 
necessary by the fact that an impression had gained ground 


directors was made 
among the local exchanges under contract to connect ex- 
clusivcl: with the United States, that the latter company 
would nét on its exclusive rights to long-distance 
business originating in the local exchanges. It is under- 
stood that while recognized as in control of 
United States pending the announcement that J. P. Mor- 
gan & Company really was in control, had let this impres- 


insist 


Brailey, 


sion go forth. 

The Cuyahoga directors elected as president to succeed 
E. G. Tillotson, resigned after a year’s labor, under his 
agreement to quit when his other business made it desir- 
able, Charles A. Otis, bond broker of the big firm of Otis 
& Hough, and also publisher of the Cleveland “News.” 
On the directorate Harry Coulby, president of the Pitts- 
burg Steamship Company, the United States Steel Corpora- 
tion’s fleet on the Great Lakes. and Henry G. Dalton, of 
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Pickands, Mather & Company, big ore and coal producers 
and mill operators, were elected to the places of M. C. 
Harvey, Cleveland manager of the Wells-Fargo Express 
Company, and A. H. Bauer, of St. Louis, resigned. Mr. 
Bauer’s resignation takes from the board the last of the 
so-called Brailey faction. It is understood three other 
directors will resign in the annual meeting this month, 
giving way to other selections of the Morgan house. 


McGraw to Obtain Morgan Testimony. 


It was not until Tuesday that H. G. McGraw, in charge 
of the suit to dissolve the transfer of control of the United 
States and Cuyahoga, obtained the common pleas court’s 
consent to join J. P. Morgan & Company and R. L. Day & 
Company as party defendants. He filed a petition in which 
he asserts that if J. P. Morgan & Company has acquired 
the stock sold to R. L. Day & Company it was done in an 
attempt to suppress competition with the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Company. To bolster the assertion 
he recites that the Morgan house has sold millions of dol- 
lars worth of Bell securities and that the house, as a mat- 
ter of pride alone, if nothing else, would do its best to 
prevent loss to the Bell. He charges “derelict trustees” 
sold out the Independent owners of the companies, pock- 
eted the profits and then, sitting “as dummies” because 
they had sold out the shares necessary to qualify them as 
real directors, raised the United States’ toll rates above 
those of the Bell at strategic points. The petition goes 
into detail in the transactions of the Morgan house with 
Bell securities and to the suit interrogatories are added for 
James S. Brailey, Jr., R. L. Day & Company and J. P. 
Morgan & Company. Mr. McGraw is in possession of 
letters from the Morgan house and the Day house prom- 
ising testimony of members of the firms and all informa- 
tion possible, and President Vail, of the Bell, also has 
agreed to testify. 

Deposition hearings in New York are to begin immedi- 
ately, says Mr. McGraw, as Mr. Remick, of the R. L. Day 
house, who made the telephone deals, is to leave for 
Europe in a few weeks. 


Prominent Official States Plans. 

On Wednesday a high officer of the United States Tele- 
phone Company, referring to the resolution adopted by 
the directors in which the company’s position as to dual 
connections was made clear, said to TELEPHONY’s corre- 
spondent: 

“That resolution was adopted in all sincerity. We are 
going to press our ‘suits in Federal and state courts to 
enforce the terms of our contracts. I have instructed 
counsel for the company to urge the various suits with all 
possible speed. We want this question settled. If we win, 
the verdicts in the suits we now have in the courts will be 
enough to make all our other contracts good. If we lose 
of course we will have to bear with it, but we will go as 
far as we can to win. 

“Judge Tayler’s informal ruling—or rather expression 
of his own opinion—as to the invalidity of our exclusive 
contract, is offset by the verdict in our favor by Judge 
Mathias, in Van Wert. We are carrying on our suits in 
the Federal courts in the face of Judge Tayler’s opinion, 
and hope to obtain a favorable decision in connection with 


the interstate transmission, 


“You can say in TELEPHONY that this company is deter- 
mined to enforce its exclusive contracts if the law will 
permit, and we believe it will.” . 

Speaking of the reported appraisal by the Bell of many 
many of its local exchanges, apparently in preparation 
for the execution of the rumored Brailey proposal that the 
Independents buy the competing local exchanges and that 


TELEPHONY 





173 


the Bell be given the long-distance business originating 
in the Independent local exchanges, this officer said: 

“Of course I don’t know what the Bell is doing. It 
strikes me that it has authority to appraise its own prop- 
erty at any time. I do know that any such appraisal is 
not significant of any trading deal such as has been men- 
tioned. We are going to take care of the long-distance 
business. I believe we will win in the courts. We need 
not enter any more suits, however, for every angle of the 
situation is covered in the cases now pending or decided.” 

Davis Tells of Plans for Prosecuting Suits. 

“We are going ahead and prosecute the suits pending 
in the courts to prevent the local Independent telephone 
companies of the state from violating their exclusive con- 
nection contracts with the United States Telephone Com- 
pany,” said Frank A. Davis, president of the United States 
Telephone Company, to TELEPHONY’s correspondent as he 
emerged from a long conference with Gansey R. Johnston, 
general manager of the same company, Tuesday evening. 
“We will proceed along the same lines as before the recent 
sale of the United States company. Further than that I 
cannot say, for it is up to our attorneys in the matter just 
what action will be taken.” 

General Manager Gansey R. Johnston had the same 
statements to make relative to the matter. He said: “O/ 
course I cannot say what will be done in the matter, as 
D. J. Cable is the principal attorney in the case. Mr. 
Cable was in Columbus last week and received the instruc- 
tions by word of mouth from Mr. Davis, the same as is 
contained in the resolution adopted by the board of 
directors of the United States company. The attorneys 
are not the men who will declare their hand in the mat- 
ter.” 

Discussing the question 01 what effect this would have 
upon the Bell company which has had some cf its property 
appraised with the alleged view of turning it over to Inde- * 
pendent companies, Mr. Davis said that each local com- 
pany must look out for itself in the matter. It is up to 
them to consider their action. There is danger of these 
people violating the Valentine anti-trust law of Ohio and 
of suffering prosecution at the hands of the attorney-gen- 
eral or any one of the prosecuting attorneys of any Ohio 
counties. 

Marion Case Postponed. 

Attorney Cyrus Huling of Columbus was employed by 
the Ohio State Independent Telephone Association to 
prosecute the case against the Marion Telephone Company 
which is now pending in the circuit court. Associated 
with Mr. Huling are other attorneys, and after a number 
of injunctions and counter injunctions the case was ap- 
pealed to the circuit court. It was to have come up for 
hearing or decision about two weeks ago, but was passed 
upon the agreement of the attorneys. It is promised that 
Mr. Cable and his partner, Mr. Parmenter, will prosecute 
the case to their utmost when it comes up again in the 
circuit court, 





Fisk & Robinson, Big New York Banking House, Fails. 
Announcement was made on February 1st, that the bank- 
ing house of Fisk & Robinson, prominent among the houses 
dealing in government, state and city bonds and other in- 
vestment bonds failed. The firm’s representative said that 
the liabilities were approximately $7,000,000, of which more 
than one million is unsecured. The company has offices 
in Chicago, Boston and Worcester, Mass. A statement is- 
sued by the receiver attributed the failure to the shrinkage 
on market value of the 4% per cent bonds of the Buf- 
falo and Susquehanna Railway company, and the preferred 
stock of the Buffalo and Susquehanna Railroad Company, 
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of which the firm was carrying a large amount. These 
securities were all in loans and as the market value dimin- 
ished the lenders holding these securities as collateral have 
from time to time required additional collateral. 

The firm of Fisk and Robinson has been known as one 
of the strongest banking houses in the country, and the 
members of the firm have always cnjoyed a high reputation 
for integrity and fair dealing in business. It is probable the 
firm will emerge from its difficulties within a reasonable 
time and pay dollar for dollar on all its obligations. 

Interest is attached to this firm in the telephone field by 
its participation in the financing of certain leading prop- 
erties, especially the Keystone. The Keystone company 
has not been damaged by the failure, and to its participa- 
tion in telephone investments the failure of the firm is in 


no wise attributed. 





Bell Rate Controversy Settled in St. Paul. 

The city of St. Paul, Minn. has passed an agreement ar- 
ranged between J. C. Michael, corporation attorney, and repre- 
sentatives of the Northwestern Telephone Exchange Co., look- 
ing toward a settlement of the suits now pending in the fed- 
eral courts between the city of St. Paul and the telephone 
company. Rates have been modified as follows: 


Present Proposed 

rate rate 

Business, individual line, per month............ $7.00 $6.00 
Two party business line..........sceeeeececeees 4.00 4.00 
Residence, individual] lime@.............eeeeeeeeee 4.00 2.50 
Two party residence line...........-esseeeeeceees 2,50 2.00 


The city’s attempt to enforce an ordinance passed last year 
to reduce telephone rates was met by the company with an 
injunction, and on this proceeding hearings have been in 


progress. 
The rates now adopted are a settlement of this suit. 


Gansey R. Johnston General Manager of United States 
Telephone Company. 
step in the combination ‘of the management of 
Morgan telephone properties in the Buckeye 
State was made Saturday, January 29, at the meeting of 
the board of directors of the United States Telephone 
Company at Cleveland. At that time Gansey R. Johnston, 
who has been general manager of the Columbus Citizens 
Telephone Company for a number of years, was elected 
general manager of the United States Telephone Company. 

Mr. J. C. Boush, former general manager, remains with 
the company as manager, with substantially the same duties 
and powers as heretofore, 

Mr. Johnston becomes general manager of the various 
Morgan Independent telephone interests of which Mr. 
Frank A. Davis, of Columbus, is president, namely, The 
United States Telephone Company, the Columbus Citizens 
Telephone Company, and the subsidiary companies of these 
two, comprising The Franklin County Telephone Company, 
The London Home Telephone Company, The Washington 
Home Telephone Company, The Citizens Telephone & Mes- 
sage Company, The Columbiana County Telephone Com- 
pany, The Findlay Home Telephone Company, The Lan- 





Another 
the J. P. 


caster Telephone Company, The Massillon Telephone 
Company, The Stark County Telephone Company, The 
Youngstown Telephone Company, and The Zanesville 


Telephone & Telegraph Company. 

Mr. Burton H. Brooks, now associated with the Colum- 
bus Citizens Telephone Company, is to be chief engineer 
of the same properties, and various other subordinate offi- 
cers of the Columbus company will have other duties ex- 
tending over all the properties, without, however, the ex- 
pectance of many changes in the United States corps. 

Mr. Johnston becomes general manager of over 42,000 
telephones and more than 16,000 miles of toll lines. 
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It is intimated that at a meeting of the board of 
directors of the Dayton Home Telephone Company, an- 
other Morgan property, Mr. Johnston will be made man- 
ager of that property also. Later on his duties may be 
extended to include the Toledo Home Telephone Com- 
payn, another of the Ohio Independent properties acquired 
by J. P. Morgan & Co. 

Later on announcements will be made relative to ex- 
tensions and betterments to be carried out on the prop- 
erties of the Morgan syndicate in Ohio. It is generally 
understood, however, that hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars will be expended during 1910 in extensions, replace- 
ments and betterments generally. 

Bills to Regulate Rates and Cause Interchange of Service in 
Kentucky. 

A bill introduced in the Kentucky senate by Herman D. 
Newcomb, of Louisville, provides that the present Railroad 
Commission shall, in addition, be the State Telephone Com- 
mission. Every telephone company doing business in the state 
is required each year to specify in detail its condition finan- 
cially and physically and the rates charged subscribers. 

It is made the duty of the Telephone Commission to ex- 
amine rates and they are authorized to order a change in 
the rates. 

The commmission is also empowered to fix and regulate all 
rates charged by telephone companies in Kentucky, either local 
or long distance, and for single or party lines. The maximum 
rates are fixed as follows: Business houses, single-line service, 
$5.50 a month; business houses, party-line service, $4 a month; 
residences, single-line service, $3 a month; residences, party- 
line service, $2 a month. For each extension desk telephone 
the charge is not to exceed $1 a month. 

The commission is further clothed with the authority to 
suggest certain improvements and to institute such legal pro- 
ceedings as will bring about such improvements. 

Another bill directed at the telephone companies is the one 
offered in the house by Representative Hugh Mahin, of Jessa- 
mine county, requiring all telephone companies doing business 
in the state to cut into each other’s exchanges on long-dis- 
tance messages. 








Bell Ownership at Ames, Iowa, Causes Dissatisfaction. 


Officers of the Ames Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Associa- 
tion of Ames, Iowa, held a special meeting Jan. 25. Repre- 
sentatives of the merged Iowa (Bell) and Boone County Tele- 
phone Companies were present and tried to explain away the 
unsatisfactory service afforded patrons of the two concerns 
since the announcement of the merger. 

The purchase of the plant of the Boone County Telephone 
Co., at the same time as the Des Moines Mutual and other 
companies in central Iowa was announced in the local press 
at the time, each company having an exchange in Ames. While 
the Bell people did not formally take over the Ames exchange 
of their competitor until the 15th of January, the quality of 
service began to deteriorate from the time when the merger 
was first rumored, says a local correspondent of TELEPHONY. 
So bad did the service become that the complaints of sub- 
scribers and adverse comment of the local press was supple- 
mented by a special meeting of the faculty of the Iowa State 
College, called to protest anent the unsatisfactory conditions. 
The Bell concern, recently, through former General Superin- 
tendent C. E. Hall, of Des Moines, made a lengthy plea in the 
columns of the local press. The trouble is laid to employes, 
in the following statement: “The service deteriorated but 
not at the instance of either ourselves or the Boone County 
Company, largely through misapprehension on the part of the 
employes as to their duties and how the work in the plant 
should be handled.” Apparently they were able to do their 


work all right under local management! 














Queries from the Field 


Toll Line Fighting with Farmers’ Wires. 


We are having all sorts of trouble from cross-talk, and bad 
ringing on a toll line twelve miles long, parallel with a party 
farmer’s line six miles long. The two lines are about eighteen 
inches apart, both grounded systems. We have thirty-five tele- 
phones on the farmer’s line, 1600 ohm ringers, five bar gener- 
ator, bridging. 

Before we built the toll line, we had fairly good ringing ser- 
vice, but bad now. ‘ 

Taking 100 as normal, what per cent of damage have we 
done our ringing service, on the farmer’s line, by building the 
toll line. No telephones are on the toll line. 

And what is the remedy? Cross-talk is almost as plain as if 
parties on same line. 


The only practical remedy is to make the toll line metal- 
lic and transpose it with regular even spacing. Also keep 
both lines free from trees. We can not estimate the percent- 
age of damage done by this case, but it is clearly up to the toll 
line to be metallic. As a passing remark, don’t you think that 
35 telephones on one line is too many? The most successful 
companies have been cutting on the number of stations till 
most of them will not allow more than eight or ten. 





Phantom Through Circuit. 

Enclosed I had you a rude diagram which explains itself. I 
have a metallic circoit of No. 12 iron wire 5 miles between A 
and B. Would it be possible by installing two coils to institute 
a phantom grounded circuit for through messages? There are 
about sixteen instruments on the metallic circuit, 5-bar gener- 
ators and 2,500 ohm ringers. Will you tell me where I can find 
the coils and probable prices? 

We doubt very much if you could obtain satisfactory 
service for messages beyond 4 or B over a phantom circuit 
using two coils, the grounded toll line being liable to be 
very noisy when connected to other long distance lines. 
The number of telephones on the metallic circuit will make 
no difference so long as they are well insulated from the 
ground, and you have a proper transposition scheme. But 
in practice you find grounded carbons and other sources 
of trouble. We would advise you to use four coils as showr 


in Fig. 1, in which the bridging line is shown with four 
telephones attached, numbered 1, 2, 3 and 4. The four 
coils should be of the ring-through type and of as low 


resistance as possible, the lower priced coils being of a 
total resistance of about 400 ohms and costing about $4.50 
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Fig. 1. 


each, while the better and higher priced coils are of a total 
resistance of about 140 ohms and cost about $12.50 each. 
These prices are only approximate, and we would advise 
you to write to any of our advertisers manufacturing such 
telephone apparatus, who would be glad to quote you upon 
request. 
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Private Party Line Circuit. 


I enclose a sketch of a three party line local battery telephone, 
and wish to know if the talking circuit is right, and would like 
a sketch of the ringing circuit showing how, if either party pushes 
his button, it will ring the other two. Would a ground circuit 
be better? 


The sketch which you enclose shows no induction coil for 
talking, which is necessary if good results are to be secured 
from one or two dry cells at each telephone. 

Fig. 2 shows an arrangement which accomplishes the result 


with no ground connection. On pressing the ringing key K, 
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Fig. 2. 


the home bell is cut off and home battery thrown directly 
across the line. This rings the bells at the other two stations 
in parallel. On taking the receiver from the hook the bell 
is cut off, and the talking set cut in. The local battery fur- 
nishes current through the transmitter and primary winding, 
P, of the induction coil. The receiver and secondary winding, 
S, of the induction coil are connected in series across the line. 

The bells should be from 5 to 10 ohms resistance each. If 
the talking battery is not sufficient for ringing, more cells can 
be added. If this gives so much current that the transmitter 
makes a “frying” noise, insert the extra cells at X. 

The above will be suitable only for short lines, usually in 
the same building, and over copper wire. The resistance of 
iron wire and long outdoor lines makes it unsatisfactory to 
use battery bells. The magneto hand generator and polarized 
bell make a combination hard to beat for steady reliability. 





Avoiding Cross-Talk in Entering Wires. 

Our exchange is run on the greunded system, and we wish you 
would settle an argument. We run our cable metallic from the 
switchboard to protectors-or route board on the wall. Now what 
I want to know is, can I ground the lines on the route board 
and run a single line through lead cable into the pole box; or 
must I run metallic through lead cable and ground at the pole 
box? Some claim that to ground at the route board and run 
single through the rest of the cable will cause some cross talk. 
How can it? We use double wrapped paper insulation, 


For short lengths of cable of less than 100 feet you can 
ground at the protectors or “route” board without danger 
of cross-talk. Owing to the inductance and capacity in a 
cable, cross-talk would result where longer lengths of cable 
are employed. In this case you should ground both at the 
“route” box and at the pole box. 


Cedar and Chestnut Poles. 


a. Which are the heavier, chestnut or cedar poles of the same 
lengths and sizes? 

b. Of the cedar and chestnut poles, which has the longer life? 

ec. Which is the most lasting, winter or summer cut poles? 


a. Chestnut poles are much heavier than cedar poles of the 
same size and length, varying from 50 to 100 per cent more. 

b. According to bulletins of the U. S. Forest Service the 
life of chestnut poles is about 12 years and that of the cedar 
about 15 years. 

c. Winter cut poles are considered the most lasting, as 
they season better than summer cut and do not check so much. 
They are not so susceptible to attack of the fungi which cause 
decay. 














Work of the Inventors 
By Max W. Zabel 


CONNECTION REGISTERING DEVICE. 
D. S. Hulfish, Chicago, patent 947,335, Jan. 25, 1910. Assigned 
to McMeen & Miller, Chicago. 
This device registers each completed call at the substation. 
A counting train 1 is controlled by the oscillatory arm 2 which 
is held down by the switchhook through the agency of the 
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plunger 5. The plunger, however, is free to move upwardly 


even though the arm 2 is held down by the stud 13. When 
the receiver is removed, the switchhook moves up and the 
arm 12 which is fixedly secured to the armature 11, rotates in 
a clockwise direction and the arm 2 thereupon presses against 
the stud 14. The movement of the armature in a clockwise 
direction is due to the selected polarity of the current through 
the coils on the cores 8 and 9. A movement of this distance, 
however, is not great enough to permit the catch on the arm 
2 to engage the face of the next tooth thus if the call is not 
completed, a restoration of the receiver brings all parts to 
normal without a registration. If, the called party 
answers, his supervisory relay operates means to reverse the 
battery polarity through the calling subscribers’ line, and the 
armature 11 moves in a counter clockwise direction to force 
the arm higher up to engage the next tooth so that a restora- 
tion of the registers a call. 


however, 


receiver 
ELECTROMAGNET OR RELAY. 

Washington, D. C., patent 946,489, Jan. 
Assigned to North Electric Co., Cleveland, O. 
shown has a coil 5 having a hollow core, 
oscillatory plunger 8 is mounted. A _ shell 
entire structure. The plunger 8 is con- 





E. E. Clement, 
1910. 
The relay here 
within which an 
39 may enclose the 
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washer 9 and lockout 10. 
pivotally secured to- 


nected by means of a rod 7 to the 
Two spring actuating levers, 21 and 22, 
gether at 25, are held m the plate 17. Each lever has an 
angularly disposed arm 32 to move the springs. The sectional 
view shows the plunger in its attracted position, having drawn 


the levers 21 and 22 toward the core, with the angular arms 


34 and 35 thrown out to move the springs. The insulation 


ends 26 also engage the springs. 


SWITCH AND LIGHTNING ARRESTER. 
S. W. Wood, and E. T. Thoma, Lookera, Okla., patent 946,418, 
Jan. 11, 1910. 

This device provides means for operating a switch for dis- 
connecting the main wire from the telephone. It also provides 
carbons around which the current is bridged. A further ob- 
ject is to convey the current passing through the carbons to 
the ground, and also to provide carbons between the bridged 
circuit and the ground wire. 


SIGNALING MEANS. 

E. J. Burke, New York,, patent 946,957, Jan. 18, 1910. One- 
half assigned to John Q. A. Whittemore, Newton, Mass. 
This system is designed to automatically connect a call ini- 

tiating line with an operator’s position by the use of motor 

mechanism thus to distribute the calls. The invention also 
provides a plurality of electric signaling devices, a switch for 
controlling each signaling device, and a device controlled by 
the switch for causing one of the signaling devices to operate. 


SELECTIVE RINGING KEY. 
B. W. Sweet, Cleveland, O., patent 947,722, Jan. 25, 1910. As- 
signed to Century Telephone Cons. Co., Buffalo, N. Y. 
This key has the ringing and listening lever 7, which in 
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springs and the ringing 


listening 
springs for straight line service, actuates the oscillatory bar f. 


addition to actuating the 
This bar has notches corresponding to the pins g’, to hold the 
party line ringing buttons 2 in their indicating position. Screws 
f’ permit of the sliding motion of the bar f. Insulating por- 
tions are provided upon the buttons to actuate the ringing 
springs. The pins g’ travel in grooves provided in sideplates 
h to prevent their rotation. 


TELEPHONE SWITCH APPARATUS. 
S. A. Koltowski, Boston, Mass., patent 947,340, Jan. 25, 1910. 
Assigned to Electro Mechanical Works, Boston. 

This invention provides means whereby the trunk line or 
central exchange circuit will be automatically held closed irre- 
spective and independently of the switching devices controlling 
the local circuits. The necessity of having the local exchange 
operator keep this circuit closed at ker board is thus elimi- 
nated. 


TRANSMITTER. 

W. E. McCormick, Chicago, patent 947,395, Jan. 25, 1910. As- 
signed to International Telephone Mfg. Co., Chicago. 
This transmitter has a diaphragm pressing against the 

carbon cup, which has at its front face a closure provided with 

two oppositely extending arms. These arms act at the 
same time as dampening springs. The ends of the damp- 
ening springs project into recesses formed in the posts. 
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From Shop and Salesroom 


A Time Saver In Installing Underground Cable. 
For wiring conduits, either in buildings or underground, 
various expedients have been used with more or less suc- 
cess. A device which has recently been placed on the mar- 
ket utilizes the fish wire method in conjunction with a 
wheel mechanism for driving the wire through the duct. 








The Building Conduit Wiring 
Machine. 


The Underground Conduit 
Threading Machine, 


The device is made in two styles, one for use in buildings 
and the other for underground conduit work. 

The machine used in buildings is made of angle iron and 
steel. Two hundred feet of spring steel fish wire tape is 
wound, one layer over another on the lower spool wheel. 
The upper wheel is composed of two discs between which 
the fish tape passes. When the discs are tightened and 
turned, the fish wire is driven through the duct. The wire 
to be drawn through may then be attached to it and the 
tape withdrawn by turning the lower wheel after loosen- 
ing the lock nut on the upper wheel. It is said that 150 
foot conduits with any number of bends can be wired in one 
minute, by one man. 

The machine for underground conduits operates on the 
same principle, but is of course of a much heavier design. 
It carries 600 feet of heavy % inch spring steel tape wound 
on a ball bearing wheel. The tape has notches cut in it at 
regular intervals and is driven through the duct by a 
sprocket chain with links which fit in the notches, thus 
giving a powerful pushing capacity. The frame is mounted 
upon two heavy wheels so that it can be readily moved 
from one manhole to another. 

It is claimed that with this 
work in twenty minutes which under common methods 
would require six men for an hour. It is stated that wire 
has been run through a 570 foot conduit in two minutes 
and a 150-foot lateral in 28 seconds. 

The machines are manufactured and sold by the Conduit 
Threading Device Company, Inc., Pasadena, Calif. The 
company also manufactures an adjustable reel for insulated 
wire which handles two coils. 


machine two men can do 





F. Bissell Company Enlarges Warehouses. 

The F. Bissell Company, Toledo, Ohio, has just announced 
the purchase of a whole city block bounded by Avondale 
avenue, Montrose and Victory streets and the Lake Shore 
tracks. The property lies south of the Dorr street station 
of the Lake Shore road and is about one-quarter of a mile 
southeast of the fair grounds. 

It is 630x350 feet in dimensions, and work of improving 
it is to be begun by the F. Bissell Company at once. A big 
warehouse one story high is to be built as soon as the con- 
tract can be awarded. This warehouse is to be used for the 
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storage of telegraph and telephone poles, cross arms, pins 
and other bulky merchandise handled by the company. 

In the spring the F. Bissell Company will erect a big ma- 
chine shop to handle dynamos and motors and build elec- 
tric switchboards and other products sold by the concern to 
telephone, telegraph and railroad companies. 

The growth of the company’s business recently has made 
it necessary to build shops and warehouses to take care of 
its trade. At the present time the concern has several 
rented buildings scattered throughout the city. These are 
to be abandoned and the operations of the concern centered 
at its new location, which will in time be covered with 
buildings. The store on Huron street will be retained. 

The capital of the company is $250,000. 

Frank C. Smith—Who Sells Conduit. 

When a man has the knack of selling customers what 
they want and in a way that makes them come back and 
want more, you can bet that that chap is a salesman—na- 
tural born, with experience to boot. Frank C. Smith, of 
Chicago, acquired his first experience in fitting himself for 
his life work by selecting Fayette—in Missouri—as his birth- 
place. 

He proved up as a lively, hustling youngster, got through 
public schools and into Céntral College at sixteen, and in 
due time graduated. 

Then he started in to sell things, and acquire the expe- 
rience of places and people that a man must have before 




















Mr. Frank C. Smith. 


he can go up against such a stiff proposition as the tele- 
phone trade. 

In August, 1897, he made his commercial debut in the 
employ of the Aermotor Co., of Chicago, at its branch 
office in Kansas City, Mo. In January, 1901, he was trans- 
ferred to the Pacific coast agency, as assistant to the man- 
ager. By March, 1902, he was far enough along to be 
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called to the main office of the Aermotor Co. in Chicago to 
take charge of a department in its selling organization, 
which position he held until the year of 1903, when he re- 
signed to take a position with the American Conduit Co. 
During his association with the American Conduit Co. he 
has acted as office manager and local treasurer and in the 
summer of 1909 was appointed sales agent, covering the 
territory served by the Chicago office. 

Mr. Smith has been successful .in living up to the tradi- 
tions of his native state—knows the conduit business from 
Alpha to Omega—and is never so happy as when talking 
on a telephone proposition. 





> 


Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Company at the South 
Dakota Telephone Convention. 

The Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Company was repre- 

sented at the recent South Dakota Convention 

Falls, by J. C. Kelsey, sales manager; G. A. Joy, sales en- 











Exhibit of the Kellogg Company at the South Dakota Convention. 


Faris, manager of the Kansas City Branch, 
These men devoted 
their friends as 


gineer; H. N. 
and A. D. Carter, state representative. 
their time to the 
well as explaining and demonstrating new and interesting 
features of their apparatus. 


entertainment of many 


A hundred line express type switchboard, illustrating the 
latest and most approved type of magneto equipment, was 
A feature of this 
comment 


shown under actual working conditions. 
that attracted 
double clearing-out circuit, which is becoming very popular 


board most favorable was the 


wherever series telephones are used. Several telephones 
of various types were connected to the board, illustrating 
not only the quality of the transmission, but the several 
methods of signaling. 

While South Dakota is not a very extensive user of com- 
mon battery equipment, all were interested in the operation 
of the 200-line private branch hotel board, The line equip- 
ment was of the type using no relays and was specially ar 
ranged for convenience in handling hotel calls. The points 


of most interest were: The ease with which all the tele- 
phones connected with the board could be rung at one time, 
as a fire signal, by the operation of a single key; the fact 
that the clerk or other hotel attendants can answer any room 
call without the use of any of the cord circuits—it only be- 
ing necessary to throw a common listening key. 
Demonstrations of the ringing equipment for long rural 
lines were made over artificial lines up to thirty miles in 
leneth and with eighteen bridged telephones connected in 


Three different types of ringing machines were 


the circuit. 
shown, all of the vibrating type, but adapted for different 
conditions. 
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A large display of both magneto and common battery 
telephones as well as many other pieces of apparatus was 
also made. 

Orders were taken for two magneto switchboards, a large 
number of telephones and considerable miscellaneous equip- 
ment and supplies. 


. 
* 


January a Good Business Month. 





The L. M. Ericsson Telephone Manufacturing Company, 
of Buffaio, N. Y., reports an unusually fine business for 
the month of January. Sales of the Ericsson all steel tele- 
phones have gradually increased from month to month, un- 
til January, 1910 shows a record for these popular tele- 
phones which eclipses all records for any like period. The 
demand for the Ericsson capsule transmitters has been so 
great as to almost tax the capacity of its assembling de- 
partment to fill orders promptly. Recent sales of switch- 
boards have been made as follows: A type “D” 140 line 
with special hard rubber key and plug shelf and other spec- 
ial features to meet the climatic 
South Pacific Isles. This board is shipped to Honokaa, 
Hawaii; Type “D” 140 line—Byron Telephone Company, 
Byron, Ga.; Type “D” 140 line—Smyth County Telephone 
Company, Marion, Va., as an addition to the present type 
“B” 200 line indicator jack board; Type “C” 50 line—Wil- 
liamston Telephone Company, Williamston, N. C.; a com 
mon battery board for Fruit Belt Telephone Company, Fort 
Valley, Ga., with a present installation of 460 lines. This 
board will be one of the latest models of the Ericsson fac- 


severe condition in the 





tories and is said to be one of the most economical switch- 
The 


includes pewer and storage battery equipment, harmonic 


boards built for small common battery plants: order 
converter, and an entire equipment of Ericsson steel tele- 
phones. 


The Bishton Howler. 

The Electric Specialty Mfg. Co., 

putting on the market a device for making subscribers hang 

up telephone receivers that have been carelessly left off the 
hook. 





Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is 


There have been a great many schemes tried, and articles 
published from time to time, telling how to make a good 
howler that will attract the attention of careless subscribers 
who have left their receivers Yet very 
changes at the present time have any thoroughly satisfac- 
tory means of remedying such trouble except by sending a 
troubleman out to hang up the receiver. 


down. few ex- 


On party lines and 
long country lines it is expensive to correct such care 
lessness. 

The Bishton howler, it is reported, never fails to bring 
the subscriber to the telephone day or night if he is within 
reasonable hearing distance. 

With this instrument properly wired to the switchboard 
or wire chief’s desk, it is the work of but a few moments 
to switch it onto the line, and up goes the receiver. 

This howler is the result of months of experiments with 
the “Wireless Cable Tester,” and has been brought up to 
the highest efficiency obtainable. 

The instrument is nicely mounted in an oak cabinet. 
The mountings and working parts are of the best 
terial obtainable and are fully guaranteed. 


ma- 





NortH Exectric Co., through its Kansas City Branch, 
sold synchromonic equipment last week to the following 
companies: 

Galena Home Telephone Co.,. Galena, Kansas; Mutual 
Telephone Co., Springfield, Mo.; Southern Teiephone Co.. 
Nordyce, Arkansas; Fairfax Telephone Co., Fairfax, Mis- 
souri; Cisco Telephone Co., Cisco, Texas; Home Telephone 


Co., Waco, Texas. 




















Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other statee 
ments as soon as issued and any items of interest as to their plants and systems 








NEW COMPANIES. 

GRAND VALLEY, COLO.—The Enterprise Telephone Company 
was incorporated by M. E. Morrow, R. W. McGirk, G. P. Craw- 
ford and R. O. Gardner. 

PUEBLO, COLO.—A new telephone company is being organ- 
ized here in which the leading merchants of the city are tak- 
ing stock, the capitalization of which company will be $50,000. It 
is expected that an up-to-date system will be soon installed, 
and all wires will be placed under ground, 

ARGENTA, ILL.—The Argenta Telephone and Electric Service 
Company is the name of a new incorporation recently granted a 
commission by the state secretary. The capital stock of the 
company is placed at $20,000, and the incorporators are Samuel 
Gerber, Peter C. Gerber and Samuel C. Hilbrant. 

EL PASO, ILL.—The Farmers’ Enterprise Mutual Telephone 
Company is the name of a new incorporation. Capital $800. John 
W. Pleasant, Thomas Enright and Ira Stine are the incorpora- 
tors. 

RANKIN, ILL.—Incorporation papers have been filed for the 
4-C. Telephone Company. The company has a capital of $55,000 
and Frank Samuel, Robert Sloan and Joseph H. Davis are the 
incorporators. ; 

HARTLEY, IA.—The Sauers Telephone Company is the name 
of a new company organized and incorporated by J. O, Sheldon, 
Henry Linder, S. Longbottom, F. P. Walters, Henry Zahn, Louis 
Spect, H. Amesiburg, H. F. Stoeteran and Wesley Walters. The 
capital stock of the company is $1,000. 

WOFFORD, KY.—The London Telephone Company has been 
organized and incorporated here by A, N. Perkins, I. N. Jones, 
and John Bryant, with a capital stock of $5,000. A system will 
be installed in Wofford, and lines built throughout the county. 

LIVERPOOL, PA.—The Tri-County Telephone Company was 
chartered by the secretary of state with a capital stock of 
$10,000. The new company will construct and operate a system 
in Snyder, Perry and Juniata counties. The incorporators are 
all Liverpool men and each has 200 shares of stock in the com- 
pany, and are John D. Snyder, president; H. A. S. Shuler, 
treasurer; H. C. Elinger, A. M. Shuler and J. P. Aikens. 


FINANCIAL. 

ANSONIA, CONN.—The Connecticut Telephone and Electric 
Company has filed a certificate with the secretary of state in- 
creasing the stock capitalization from $45,000 to $250,000. 

MAROA, ILL.—The capital stock of the Maroa Mutual Tele- 
phone Company was increased from $10,000 to $20,000. 

PAWNEE, ILL.—The Sangamon Telephone Company has de- 
clared a 5 per cent dividend on its net earnings. As the com- 
pany has done a great deal of building and rebuilding to its 
lines within the past year in order to give the best of service, 
the stockholders are highly gratified by the financial showing. 

ROBINSON, ILL.—The Southeastern Illinois Long Distance 
Telephone and Telegraph Company has increased its capital from 
$50,000 to $100,000. 

MARYVILLE, MO.—The annual meeting of the directors of 
the People’s Telephone Union was held and the financial state- 
ments were gratifying. The report showed the company’s total 
income for the year to be $2,060.85, and expenditures $1,786.08. 
Cash on hand, $413.92. The company has 574 telephones, of 
which 170 are in Maryville. There are 49 county lines. 

GRATIOT, OHIO.—Directors of the Gratiot and Brownsville 
Telephone Company at the annual meeting held recently de- 
clared a dividend of 5 per cent on net earnings. 

BOSCOBEL, WIS.—At the annual 
Telephone Company a dividend of 6 per cent was declared pay- 
able. A resolution was passed to arrange the local conditions 
to comply with the utilities law, and stockholders in the company 
who formerly only paid 50 cents per month for the use of the 
telephone, and under the utilities law rates will be alike to all, 
viz., $1 per month in this case, 

MONROE, WIS.—The reports of the officers at the annual 
meeting of the Monroe Telephone Company were very satisfac- 
tory to the stockholders. After the expenses had been met and 
a substantial replacement fund put in reserve the reports showed 
a total in the treasury of over $8,000. 





FRANCHISE. 

SALISBURY, N. C.—The county commissioners have granted 
franchises to two new rural telephone companies to .operate lines 
in this county, one to run from China Grove along the new 
Concord Road to the Cabarrus line, the other from China Grove 


meeting of the Boscobel 


up the Mill Bridge Road. Rowan is now pretty well covered with 
telephone lines, and there is scarcely a nook or corner in the 
county but what can be reached, 


CONSTRUCTION. 


OTTAWA, ILL.—Here’s a city council that puts the telephone 
company on the council records in manner other than by de- 
manding the removal of poles or placing al! wires underground. 
The aldermanic body passed a resolution to tender the United 
Telephone Company an official vote of thanks for improving the 
police system and placing it in excellent condition, 

KENDALLVILLE, IND.—Manager W. J. Fisher, of the Home 
Telephone Company reports that many changes will be made in 
its exchange, and a new common battery system will be in- 
stalled. 

ELLSWORTH, KAN.—The Ellsworth County Telephone Com- 
pany has installed a new switchboard in its exchange and ex- 
pects to move into its new office, just completed, within a short 
time. 

SHAWNEE, KAN.—The lines of the Home Telephone Com- 
pany connecting Shawnee and Merriam are being rebuilt, and 
several new subscribers are being added. 

SERGENT, KY.—The Letcher County Home Telephone Com- 
pany here contemplates the building of an exchange at Millstone, 
and an extension from Millstone to Deane. 

WINONA, MINN.—The Lewiston Telephone Company decided 
to put in a new central board and other appliances at Lewis- 
ton and purchase some farmer lines heretofore owned by the 
Winona Telephone Company. In view of the improvements and 
the establishment of continuous service at the central office the 
rates were advanced from $1 to $1.50 a month. 

GLENS FALLS, N. Y.—The directory of the Union Telegraph 
and Telephone Company shows a good increase. In 1891 114 
telephones were operated in Glens Falls, Sandy Hill, Fort Edward, 
Lake George and Warrenburg; today nearly 5,000 telephones are 
in operation, with 2,718 in Glens Falls, compared with 79 at 
that time. 

CESTOS, OKLA.—The Union Mutual Telephone Company has 
been consolidated with the Independent, of Mooreland. The 
directors of the new company, which will be incorporated under 
the name of the Oklahoma Mutual, are F. M. Littlejohn, J. H. 
Brown, J. W. Hays, Ed. Campbell and F. £. Leonard. 

BIRDSBORO, PA.—A new trunk line between Morgantown 
and Birdsboro has just been completed by the Conestoga Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company. The toll charge has been re- 
duced from 30c a message to 25c a message between the two 
places. S 

CHAMBERSBURG, PA.—The American Union Telephone Com- 
has taken on two more rural telephone companies—the 


pany 
Williamson Telephone Company and the Grand Point Telephone 
Company. 
: ELECTIONS. 
LITTLETON, ILL.—Joseph Bovey and M. P. Raper were 


elected directors of the Littleton and Brooklyn Mutual Telephone 
Company. 

PITTSFIELD, ILL.—The Farmers Mutual Telephone Company 
of Pike and Calhoun counties, has selected the following: Presi- 
dent, George Hoskins; and George Filkill, secretary; directors, 
Harvey Kiser, Elliott Baker, James Williams, P. D. Roberts, 
James Cooper and Charles Keyes. 

PORT BYRON, ILL.—The directors of the Crescent Telephone 
Company met and elected the following officers: President, Wil- 
liam Whiteside, Joslin; secretary, A. A. Matthews, Erie; treas- 
urer, E, L. Hanson, Hillsdale. 

SWEETWATER, ILL.—The Sweetwater Teiephone Company 
selected the following officers for the coming year: President, 
Thomas H. Alkire; secretary, John Brasfield; treasurer, I. S. En- 
nis; executive board, J. W. Terhune, Gus Jones and Dr. S. T. 
Hurst. 

VIRDEN, ILL.—Elmer Gibson, E. R. E. Gibson and Walter 
Stead were chosen directors of the Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Company. Officers named were: President, E. E. Vaniman; 
vice-president, J. J. Stowe; secretary, E. A. Gibson; treasurer, 
S. O. Smith and business manager, R, E. Alford. 

BIPPUS, IND.—Adam Schinkle was elected president of the 
Bippus Telephone Company, Harvey Biehl, vice-president; Charles 
Rickett, secretary, and M. A. Zent, treasurer, at the recent meet- 
ing of the stockholders. Lewis Shinkel is manager. 


PORTLAND, IND.—New directors of the Home Telephone 
Company, of this city, were chosen at a meeting of the stock- 
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holders at the office of Emmerson E. McGriff, secretary. With 
one exception, the old board was re-elected. The new members 
are: Frank White, Dr. J. T. Dickes, Dr. W. D. Schwartz, Dr. 
W. P. Jones, Morris Weiler, Lewis C. Chamberlin, Dr. J. S. 
Culbert, Dr. J. S. Culbert, Dr. C. W. Mackey. 


TIPTON, IND.—The stockholders of the Goldsmith Co-Opera- 
tive Telephone Company elected the following directors to serve 
during the year 1910: P. M. Wimer, Dr. E. I. Hinkle, John 
Myers, Charles E. Hinkle and A. W. Foster. 


COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA.—At the annual meeting of the 
stockholders of the Independent Telephone Company, of Coun- 
ceil Bluffs, reports were read showing a most prosperous condi- 
tion of affairs. During the past year 392 instruments were in- 
stalled in this city and vicinity, the total number of telephones 
now in use being 4,111. The net earnings of the company for 
the year showed a net increase of $7,500, and a semi-annual 
dividend of 3 per cent was declared. The following officers and 
directors were re-elected: Officers—President, F. J. Day; vice- 
president, E. H. Merrian; secretary, C. A. Beno; treasurer, T. 
G. Turner. Board of directors—C. A. Beno, T. G. Turner, E. 
H. Merrian, W. H. Kimball, F. H. Keyes, J. J. Tiarks, Dr. H. 
B. Jennings and F. J. Day. 

CRESTON, IOWA.—The arnual meeting of the stockholders 
of the Creston Mutual Telephone Company held recently was re- 
plete with lively discussion of the present prosperous condition 
of the company, and of the great need for extensions and im- 
provements to take care of the increasing business. The cen- 
tral office is found to be too small for requirements, and while 
no plans have been made it seems a central office wlil have to 
be erected. Telephone service is being demanded so rapidly that 
it is found necessary to have another section of switchboard if 
the service is to be rendered. 

SEYMOUR, IA.—Following is the list of officers elected by 
the directors of the Genoa and Seymour Farmers’ Mutual Tele- 
phone Company: President, G. T. Miller; vice-president, A. D. 
Browning; secretary, Byron Hoschar; treasurer, J. J. Adams; 
directors, Wilmer Miller, Elvin Owens, Keith Van Dorn, George 
Johnson, John Stoner, Frank Brown and Charles Hayes. 


WEBSTER, IOWA.—Following is the list of officers elected 
to serve the interests of the Hamilton County Telephone Com- 
pany: President, A. M. Johnson, Stratford; vice-president, J. 
H. Johnson, Stratford; secretary and treasurer, J. W. Lee, Web- 
ster City; manager, D. C. Chase, Webster City. Directors—D. 
Cc. Chase, G. D. Thompson, Ford Price, A. M. Johnson, John 
Furgeson, J. W. Johnson, F. J. Lund. 


HIAWATHA, KANS.—In the election of three Mutual telephone 
directors J. W. Boyce, Leonard Bearce and J. F. Meisenheimer 
were the chosen ones. The directors then met and elected J. E. 
Tabler president, and Frank Shaw as vice-president. J. E. Meis- 
enheimer was elected secretary. The operators feel very grate- 
ful to the new management even so early in their term of serv- 
ices as the salary of each one was substantially increased. 


BOYDS, MD.—The Poolesville Telephone Company reorganized 
by electing a board of directors as follows: B. W. Walling, 
president; H. W. Spurrier, vice-president and treasurer; B. J. 
Darby, secretary. The directors are B. W. Walling, H. W. 
Spurrier, R. J. Darby, D. R. Hershey, C. C. Hilton, T. O. White, 
William 'T. Griffith, A. D. Trundle, Albert Wootton and James 
B. Maughlin. The charter calls for 10 directors and a capital 
stock of $3,500. All of this has been subscribed and the next 
General Assembly will*ebe asked for an increase in its stock and 
directors to amount to 15. 


MARSHALL, MICH. (Lockwood District).—The North Mar- 
shall Telephone Company, according to reports is in a very 
good condition and prospects for the rapid growth throughout 
the coming year are very bright. Following are the officers and 
directors elected to take care of the business of the company 
for the ensuing year: Directors, George Reese, Frank Lovejoy, 
Albert Loher, Fred Huggett, Baker Pond. The secretary’s and 
treasurer’s reports were approved. After adjournment the direc- 


tors called a meeting and elected the following officers: Presi- 
dent, Frank Lovejoy; vice-president,, Albert Loher; secretary, 
Geo. Reese; treasurer, Fred Huggett. 


ALBANY, MO.—At the election held: recently, the following 
were elected as the board of directors of the Albany Telephone 
Company for the coming year: B. F. Hardin, John W. Agee, 
Cc. V. Larmer, A. W. Hutchinson, J. D. Smith, E. A. Kent and 
E. L. Peery. 


AXTELL, MO.—The Axtell Telephone Company held a: meet- 
ing recently and C. F. Smiley was elected president; S. S. Shel- 
madine, secretary and treasurer; C. E. Foeley, Henry Hall and 
S. Shelmadine, directors. 


GRAND ISLAND, NEB.—The annual meeting of the stock- 
holders of the Grand Island Telephone Company was held a short 
time ago, and the yearly affairs of the company were attended 
to. The number of directors was increased from five to nine 
and the following were elected: H. J. Palmer, L. W. Hayden, 
F. W. Ashton, B. H. Paine, J. B. Lesher, F. W. Woods, presi- 
dent of the Lincoln company; W. E, Bell, secretary of the York 
County company; L. E. Hurtz, manager of the Lincoln company, 
and C. N. Beaver, one of the directors of the York company. 
The regular seven per cent dividend on preferred stock was 
declared. 


UTICA, N. Y.—The stockholders of the Utica Home Telephone 
Company re-elected these directors at the annual meeting: EB. B. 
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Odell, H. F. Miller, George R. Fuller, J. Craig Powers, F. W. 
Zoller, W. I. Taber, E. W. Peck, H. S. Holden and Charles H. 
Poole. At the meeting of the directors Mr. Odell was chosen 
president, Mr. Miller vice-president, Mr. Taber treasurer and 
Mr. Poole secretary and general manager. Both meetings were 
brief and the matter of the new control of the holding company, 
the Rochester Telephone Company, was not considered at length. 
The affairs of the Utica concern are in splendid shape. 


BELLEVUE, OHIO.—The annual meeting of the Crestline 
Telephone Company was held recently and “as a result of the 
election held the following officers are in control of the manage- 
ment: Jacob Babski, president; F. A. Knapp, vice-president and 
general manager; Ralph Wolfrom, secretary, and A. H. Kinsey, 
treasurer, 


COLUMBIA, OHIO.—At the annual meeting of the Columbia 
Telephone Company much interest was displayed. The year 
1909 will long be remembered as one that brought great loss to 
the company from a source over which it had no control, The 
first real cyclone that ever visited this section, struck town April 
21, and the society suffered a loss of approximately seven hundred 
dollars damage to the plant and loss of service. This, however, 
was a mere incident in the events of the year, as the official 
report demonstrated. Their report indicated that notwithstand- 
ing this loss, the company is in a healthy prosperous condition. 
For the first time since its organization, a dividend of 6 per 
cent has been declared for the year 1909. No change was made 
in the officers, except treasurer. The officers elected were G. A. 
Herrold, president; S. G. Cole, vice-president; C. G. Hutchin- 
son, secretary; and J. J. Prindle, treasurer. J. J. Rundle was 
also re-elected director for five years. 


URBANA, OHIO.—Stockholders of the Urbana Telephone Com- 
pany met for the purpose of electing directors to serve during 
the year of 1910. The following were elected as directors: E. 
E. Cheney, C. H. Marvin, I. N. Keyser, J. H. E. Dimond, J. R. 
Hughes, T. T. Brand, J. I. Blose, L. L. Blose, J. C. Powers, R. 
H. Murphy and J. F. Brand. 


ENID, OKLA.—At the meeting of the stockholders of the 
Oklahoma Rural Telephone Company the following officers were 
elected: George Reamer, of Fairmount, president; J. D. Shep- 
pard, of Carrier, vice-president; and C. N. Hare, of Enid; C, L. 
Pugh, of Lahoma, and W. H. Taggart, of Waukomis, were chosen 
as the three other of the five directors of the company. 


YORK, PA.—At the annual meeting of the York Telephone and 
Telegraph Company Charles C. Frick was elected president; Hon. 
D. F. Lafean vice-president; Dr. H. H. Weber, secretary-treas- 
urer; George B. Rudy, general manager, and H. L. McNeal, 
superintendent. The reports read showed the company to be in 
a flourishing condition. 


WOODLAND, WASH.—At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders of the Lewis River Telephone Company officers elected 
were: A. L. Bozarth, president; Carl Johnson, vice-president; 
Lloyd Scott. secretary; Thomas Stratton, treasurer; C. A. Son- 
ney, T. N. Hulett and John W. Hicks, directors. The company 
has about 30 miles of line up the Lewis river. 


CUBA CITY, WIS.—The regular meeting of the Cuba City’s 
Telephone Company was held and officers elected. The affairs 
of the company were shown by the report to be in very good 
condition, and a prosperous year is anticipated by the company. 
Following are the officers: J. H. Ralph, president; I. T. Splinter, 
vice-president; Bert Clemens, secretary and J. C. Donohoo, treas- 
urer. 

EAU CLAIRE, WIS.—The Eau Claire Telephone Company is 
reported to be in a very good condition, and many extensions 
and improvements to give its subscribers even better service 
are being planned. For the purpose of carrying out these plans 
the company has voted to increase its capital stock from $5,000 
to $10,000. The following directors were chosen: E. E. Tobey, 
W. H. Ganong and C. W. Cheney. Messrs. Tobey and Cheney 
succeeded themselves while Mr. Ganong was elected to succeed 
Walter Hobbs. Immediately after the meeting of the stock- 
holders the three directors met and elected officers as follows: 
President, E. E. Tobey; vice-president, W. H. Ganong; secretary 
and treasurer, C. W. Cheney. 

SHAWANO, WIS.—The Town Line Independent Telephone 
Association held its annual meeting recently. The reports of 
the officers showed a prosperous year. The following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: President, Aug. Beyersdorf; 
vice-president, W. F. Wenzel; secretary, Geo. Klebesadel; treas- 
urer, R. O. Haback: The directors are Fred C. Schultz, F. W. 
Retzlaf, J. H. Rouse and John Nath. The company may build 
a branch line this year on the Shawano-New London road. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


WASHINGTON, ILL.—The telephone exchange at Eureka has 
been purchased, effective April 1 by the following: George M. 
Meyers, Washington; Dr. Gordon, El Paso; Peter Sommers, Meta- 
mora; Oscar Shepard, Washburn; Mr. Norris, Deer Creek; E. 
Wheelwright, Roanoke, and W. Bullock, Eureka. 

AURELIA, IA.—The Co-Operative Telephone Company has pur- 
chased the Aurelia exchange of the Northern Telephone Company. 

MEDINA, N. Y.—The Continental Telephone & Telegraph 
Company recently purchased a controlling interest in the Med- 
Home Telephone Company, and arrangements are being made to 
improve the system to a considerable extent. 














